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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

________________________________________ X
In the Matter of the Conpl aint of
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DI VI SI ON OF LI CENSI NG SERVI CES,

Conpl ai nant, DECI SI ON

- agai nst -

TARA A, HUNT

Respondent .
________________________________________ X

The above noted matter cane on for hearing before the
under si gned, Roger Schnei er, on Decenber 6, 1995 at the office of
the Departnent of State |ocated at 270 Broadway, New York, New
Yor k.

The respondent, of R T. Hunt Associ ates, 3009 Quentin Road,
Br ookl yn, New York 11234, havi ng been advised of her right to be
represented by an attorney, appeared pro se.

The conplainant was represented by Supervising License
| nvesti gat or M chael Coyne.

COVPLAI NT
The conplaint alleges that the respondent submtted false
apprai sal experience information in support of her application for
certification as a general real estate appraiser.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1) Notice of hearing together with a copy of the conpl ai nt was
served on the respondent by certified mail on Novenber 8, 1995
(State's Ex. 1).

2) The respondent is, and has been since March 22, 1993, a
certified general real estate appraiser (State's Ex. 2).

3) In response to a request for docunmentation supporting the
cl ai mred experience upon which her certification was issued, the
respondent submtted to the Division of Licensing Services copies
of several appraisal reports. Includedinthose copies was one for
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property located at 530 Van Siclen Avenue, Brooklyn, New York
(State's Ex. 4). Wile that copy bore the name and signature of
the respondent, the appraisal had, in fact, been conducted by
apprai ser Edward Qui gl ey, whose nane and signature appear on the
original appraisal form(State's Ex. 5 and 9). Two ot her copi es of
reports submtted by the applicant, for 73-11 Metropol itan Avenue,
Queens, New York and for 867 41st Street, Brooklyn, New York, had
al so been altered to substitute her nane and signature for those
whi ch had appeared on the originals (State's Ex. 4).

GPI NI ON

Pursuant to Executive Law 8160-Kk[3], an applicant for
certification as a real estate appraiser nust establish that she
has sufficient experience to qualify. So as to inplenment that
requirenent, the State Board of Real Estate Appraisal, acting
pursuant to authority granted to it by Executive Law 8160-d[ 1],
pronul gated 19 NYCRR 1102. 2[ d], which provides:

"Upon request by the Departnent of State,
either prior tocertificationor after certif-
i cation, an applicant nust provi de docunent a-
tion or other proof, satisfactory to the
Departnment of State, to substantiate any or
all of the experience clained by the appli-
cant."

The respondent was asked to provided such docunentation. In
response, she provided, anong other things, three copies of
apprai sal reports which had been altered to fal sely indicate that
she had conducted the apprai sals. Her conduct was in violation of
Executive Law 8160-u[1][a]."

The essence of the functions of a certified real estate
apprai ser is the preparation and subm ssi on of honest and accurate
apprai sal reports. A person who has submtted to the Departnent of
States reports which have been altered to m srepresent that she
conduct ed the appraisals may not be trusted to performthe duties
of an appraiser honestly, and it would be in derogation of its
obligation to protect the integrity of the appraisal process for
the Department of State to permt such a person to continue to be
certified as an apprai ser.

! Al t hough t he respondent was al ready certified, and Executive
Law 8160-u[1l][a] refers to the subm ssion of false information in
procuring or attenpting to procure a certificate, since her
subm ssion of the altered reports was part of an ongoing
application process authorized by regulation it falls within the
anbit of the statute.
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CONCLUSI ONS OF LAW

The applicant submtted false information in support of her
certification as a general real estate appraiser in violation of
Executive Law 8160-u[1][a].

DETERM NATI ON

VWHEREFORE, | T | S HEREBY DETERM NED THAT pur suant to Executive
Law 8160-u[ 1l][a], the certification of Tara A Hunt as a general
real estate appraiser is revoked, effective imrediately.

These are ny findings of fact together with ny opinion and
conclusions of |aw | reconmmend the approval of this
det er m nati on.

Roger Schnei er
Adm ni strative Law Judge

Concur and So Ordered on: ALEXANDER F. TREADWELL
Secretary of State
By:

M chael E. Stafford, Esq.
Chi ef Counsel



