
163

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY
 OF STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDS

Office of Children and Family Services
52 Washington Street
Rensselaer NY 12144

PRIVATE NOT-FOR-PROFIT CORPORATIONS, PUBLIC AGEN-
CIES, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS,
LABOR ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANI-
ZATIONS (SECULAR AND FAITH-BASED), OPERATING SOLELY
IN NEW YORK STATE; PARTNERSHIPS OR CONSORTIA
CONSISTING OF THE FOREGOING, ARE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY
FOR FUNDING TO THE NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION FOR
NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE IN ORDER TO DE-
LIVER A PROGRAM WITHIN NEW YORK STATE 
2006/2007 AmeriCorps*State/AmeriCorps State Education Award
program grant through the New York State Commission on
National and Community Service

Applicants that have never received funding through the New York
State Commission on National and Community Service or Americorps
are encouraged to apply for funding under this notice.

Applications will be accepted through January 27, 2006 at 5:00 p.m.,
Eastern Standard Time (EST) for the 2006 AmeriCorps*State/Ameri
Corps State Education Award program grant. 

The AmeriCorps*State Operating Grants support fully developed
plans to establish a new national service program or to support, expand
or replicate existing national service programs that address critical needs
in their communities through the five program issue areas of homeland
security, environment, education, public safety, or other human needs.
Funds provide support for member living allowances. The AmeriCorps
Education Awards Only Grant provides an allotment of educational
awards to organizations that can support most programmatic and
participant costs through other sources and also meet the AmeriCorps
program requirements. 

All proposals for the AmeriCorps*State Operating Grants must
request no fewer than 10 Member Service Years (MSY), formerly Full
Time Equivalent (FTE). One MSY is equivalent to 1700 service hours.
Based on past experience, the New York State Commission on National
and Community Service recommends that programs with at least 20
MSY members should have a full-time equivalent program director.
Applicants for funding are required to apply measurable performance
goals to determine the impact of AmeriCorps on communities and
participants.

Each year the allocation of resources available for competitive and
formula grants to states depends on a number of factors, including: the
total amount of funds available nationally, the size of the portfolios of
programs in each category, projected carry-over, unexpended funds, and
proposed new programs. Subject to the availability of federal appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2006, the Corporation for National and Community
Service has announced the anticipated availability of approximately
$69,200,000 to award to new and re-competing AmeriCorps State and
National grant programs for Fiscal Year 2006 on a national level. The
Corporation anticipates an additional $101 million to support continua-
tion grants for grantees nationally in their second and third year of

AmeriCorps funding during FY 2006.
Successful programs will generally be given an initial 15-month

contract, which includes a three-month close out period. Programs are
generally funded for a three-year project period with annual renewals
contingent upon availability of funds and adequate performance. The
full multi-year term of a contract awarded under this RFP is projected
to be 10/1/06-12/31/09. Some programs, (i.e., school based programs,
education award only programs) however, will be allowed earlier
contract start dates.

Address to Request Application Package: The New York State
Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS) has converted the multi-
State agency e-Grants system to an online bidders list (OBL) for use
in announcing OCFS procurement opportunities. The OCFS OBL is
maintained electronically and can be found at https://ocfsws.ocfs. state.
ny.us/obl. If you wish to receive announcements of this procurement
and future OCFS procurement opportunities and be able to download
solicitation documents you must register on the Online Bidder's List.
Also the solicitation document for these awards may be downloaded
from the OCFS web site at http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/ main/bcm/. 

To obtain or submit your application, please access the OCFS online
bidders list at https://ocfsws.ocfs.state.ny.us/obl to download a paper
application. Paper Application instructions also can be obtained by
contacting the New York State Office of Children and Family Services,
at 518-473-8882 or visit www.americorps.gov/egrants to access eGrants.
Application instructions are also available at www.americorps.gov/for_
organizations/funding. 

Applications are to be submitted using eGrants, the Corporation's
integrated, secure, web-based system for applications http://www.cns.
gov/egrants/index.asp. In addition to completing an online application,
applicants must submit, in hard copy, all attachments specified in this
NOFO, the application instructions, and the AmeriCorps regulations.
Please include a copy of the 424 Face sheet with your attachments for
identification purposes. Submit required attachments to:

NYS Office of National and Community Service
Capital View Office Park/South Building, Room 309,
52 Washington Street, Rensselaer, NY 12144-2796

We strongly encourage you to create your eGrants account and begin
your application at least three weeks prior to the final submission
deadline and begin pasting your application into eGrants no later than
24 hours before the deadline.

This will allow you time to address technical issues prior to the
deadline.

If you encounter difficulties using eGrants, contact the eGrants Help
Desk at 888-677-7849 or 202-606-7506 or by email at egrantshelp@
cns.gov.

Use only uppercase letters for all section headings and other
information you would like to highlight in your narrative. Bold face,
bullets, underlines, or other types of formatting, charts, diagrams, and
tables will not copy into eGrants. Do not use any of these in your
application.

• Adhere to all the character limits indicated in the application
instructions. Characters include all the letters, punctuation, and
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spaces in your document. Your word processing software (e.g.,
Microsoft Word ©) can provide a character count.

Paper Applications: In the event that you are unable to submit in
eGrants, you may submit an application to the New York State Commis-
sion on National and Community Service by January 27, 2006, follow-
ing these instructions (All paper applications must be postmarked by
January 27, 2006 at 5:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time (EST):

Type and double-space the application in Times New Roman,
12-point font size with one-inch margins.

• Adhere to the character limits listed in the application instructions
and number the pages.

• Submit one unbound, single-sided original paper application. Also
submit an electronic version of your application on diskette or CD-ROM
in order to expedite processing. The diskette version must be an exact
duplicate of the paper original and will be used to copy and paste your
application information into eGrants. If there are differences between
the paper application and the diskette or CD-ROM, we will use the
diskette or CD-ROM version. Faxed or emailed versions of your
application will not be accepted.

With your paper application, please include, in hard copy, a brief
paragraph that describes the technical issues that prevented you from
submitting in eGrants.

• All paper applications must be postmarked by January 27, 2006
at 5:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time (EST).

Office of Children and Family Services
52 Washington Street
Rensselaer, NY 12144

NOT-FOR-PROFIT AND FOR-PROFIT CHILD DAY CARE CEN-
TERS, SCHOOL AGE CHILD CARE PROGRAMS AND OTHER
NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS AND GOVERNMENT
AGENCIES (SEE PROGRAM DESCRIPTION FOR ELIGIBLE
APPLICANTS)
Child Day Care Center and School Age Start Up and Expansion
Programs; Expansion of Hours of Existing Child Day Care Centers
and School Age Child Care Programs; Health and Safety Grants;
Innovative Programs Initiative and Accreditation Grants

Applications for all program types, except Health and Safety grants
$15,000 and under, will be accepted on 01/20/06, 04/14/06, 07/14/06.
Applications may be submitted for Health and Safety grants $15,000
and under may be submitted by the 10th of each month, beginning on
October 10, 2004.

The Office of Children and Family Services is making available a
series of grant opportunities to expand the availability of and/or improve
the quality of care in regulated child care settings. The specific funding
categories included in the RFP are: Child Day Care Center and School
Age Start Up and Expansion Programs; Expansion of Hours of Existing
Child Day Care Centers and School Age Child Care Programs; Health
and Safety grants, Innovative Programs Initiative and Accreditation
grants to reimburse programs for successfully completing nationally
recognized accreditation processes. 

Requirements: All categories except for the Innovative Programs
Initiative are open to the not-for-profit AND for-profit child day care
center, school age child care programs, other not-for-profit organizations
and government agencies. The Innovative Programs Initiative category
is limited to government and not-for-profit organizations. Subcontract-
ing Provisions: In accordance with Standard NYS Appendix A.

For an application, contact: Suzanne Sennett, Bureau of Early
Childhood Services, 52 Washington Street, N. Building, Room 338,
Rensselaer, NY 12144, (518) 474-9454

Division of Criminal Justice Services
4 Tower Place

Albany, NY 12203
TARGETED LOCALITIES FOR YOUTH VIOLENCE REDUCTION
INITIATIVES
Federal Juvenile Accountability Block Grant Program

Subject to the availability of funding, the NYS Division of Criminal
Justice Services is issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP) to solicit ap-
plications from targeted localities for youth violence reduction initia-
tives supported by the Federal Juvenile Accountability Block Grant
Program. Proposals will be accepted until 12 Noon on Thursday,
February 23, 2006.

For an application, contact: Anne H. Cadwallader, Juvenile Justice
Unit, Bureau of Justice Funding, Division of Criminal Justice Services,
Four Tower Place B, 3rd Fl, Albany, NY 12203-3764, (518) 457-6892

Governor's Office for Small Cities
4 Empire State Plaza, Suite 600

Albany, NY 12223-1410
UNITS OF GENERAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT (VILLAGE, CITY,
TOWN OR COUNTY), EXCLUDING METROPOITAN CITIES,
URBAN COUNTIES AND INDIAN TRIBES; CITIES, TOWNS AND
VILLAGES HAVING A POPULATION UNDER 50,000, AND
COUNTIES WITH AN UN-INCORPORATED POPULATION OF
FEWER THAN 200,000
2006 Community Development Block Grant Small Cities Program

The Governor's Office for Small Cities (GOSC) of the New York
State Housing Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC) announces the availabil-
ity of approximately $48 million for the 2006 Competitive Round and
the 2006 Economic Development Program. As of the date of issuance
of this announcement, the exact amount of funds available for the 2006
Program Year is not known. To the extent possible, the State will
allocate these funds to eligible applicants according to the following
approximate allocations, annual round competition involving the
funding categories of Housing, Public Facilities and MicroEnterprise
(60%) and open round Economic Development (35%).

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The New York State Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)

Small Cities Program is a federally funded program authorized by Title
I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974. The CDBG
Program provides funding to assist communities to ensure decent
affordable housing for all, to provide services to the most vulnerable
in our communities and to create jobs and expand business opportunities
to implement a wide variety of community and economic development
activities directed toward neighborhood revitalization, economic
development and the provision of improved community facilities and
services. Applicants of the program must ensure that the activities
funded under the Small Cities Program benefit low-and moderate-
income persons, aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight
or meet community development needs having a particular urgency.
70% of funds requested must benefit low-and moderate- income
persons.

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS
Eligible applicants are units of general local government (village,

city, town or county), excluding metropolitan cities, urban counties and
Indian Tribes. Cities, towns and villages having a population under
50,000, and counties with an un-incorporated population of fewer than
200,000 are eligible to apply for Small Cities funding. Questions
regarding eligibility of applicants should be directed to the GOSC.
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USE OF FUNDS
Competitive Round Grants
Funding under the 2006 Annual Competitive Round may be used

by municipalities for projects in three categories: Housing (rehabilita-
tion, homeownership, private water/wastewater system assistance or
construction of new affordable housing), Public Facility and
MicroEnterprise. A community may propose a program that is "single
purpose" in nature, addressing only a particular area of need or may
propose a program that undertakes a strategy that deals comprehensively
with the problems of a particular area. GOSC encourages communities
to propose programs that are creative and innovative in addressing their
needs.

For the purposes of the Annual Competitive Round, economic
development projects, other than microenterprise, will only be consid-
ered as part of a comprehensive grant proposal. Economic Development
proposals may be made under the separate Open Round for economic
development funding. 

Open Round Grants
Funding under the 2006 Open Round may be used by municipalities

for general economic development activities that create and/or retain
permanent, private sector job opportunities principally for low- and
moderate-income persons, through the expansion and retention of
business and industry in New York State.

Under the Economic Development Program, the GOSC provides
grant funds to eligible units of general local government for the
following purposes:

1. To provide financial assistance to a business for an identified
CDBG eligible activity which will result in the creation or
retention of permanent, private sector job opportunities princi-
pally for low- and moderate-income persons; or

2. To construct publicly owned infrastructure improvements, which
are necessary to accommodate the creation, expansion or reten-
tion of a business which will result in the creation or retention of
permanent, private sector job opportunities principally for low-
and moderate-income persons.

Typical eligible activities are:
1. Grants for publicly owned infrastructure/off-site improvements.
2. Financial assistance to businesses.
3. Any justifiable and eligible business purpose.
CDBG Small Cities grant funds may only be used for the construc-

tion or rehabilitation of commercial property, or its supporting infra-
structure (e.g. water or sewer lines), when a private business has
committed itself to utilizing the property for a business purpose that will
result in the creation or retention of the requisite number of low-and
moderate-income jobs.

Market driven businesses (e.g. restaurant, retail) will only be
considered when development of that business is an integral part of a
comprehensive or geographically-targeted community revitalization
effort. Start-up businesses will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

Eligible units of general local government must apply to the GOSC
on behalf of the end user of the CDBG funds. The CDBG grant is
awarded directly to the unit of local government. The GOSC does not
make direct loans or grants to businesses. CDBG funds are considered
gap financing and are designed to leverage the maximum feasible
amount of private and/or other public financing. 

Questions about the applicability of either program for a local project
should be directed to GOSC at the earliest opportunity.

FUNDING LIMITS
Competitive Round Grants
The maximum grant amount for competitive projects is $400,000

for towns, villages and cities and $600,000 for counties. The maximum
grant amount for joint applications is $600,000 for Public Facilities and
$400,000 for Housing. The maximum grant amount for all eligible

applicants for MicroEnterprise projects is $400,000. The maximum
grant amount for comprehensive grants is $650,000. 

Open Round Grants
The maximum grant for an Economic Development project is

$750,000 per applicant and the minimum is $100,000. The maximum
grant amount per full time equivalent (FTE) job created/retained is
$7,500. 

The GOSC may approve applications which exceed the maximum
FTE job created/retained or the funding limit where it is found that a
project or projects may have a significant impact beyond the immediate
benefit of jobs created or retained inasmuch as the project/business may
realize a potential for regional or even statewide economic impact.
However, the State will not approve an application where the maximum
expenditure per FTE job created/retained exceeds $35,000. 

APPLICATION FOR FUNDING
Competitive Round Grants
The 2006 application will be available on or about January 4, 2006

from the Governor's Office for Small Cities, 4 Empire State Plaza, Suite
600, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12223-1410. If you would
like an application mailed to you, please call (518) 474-2057. Applica-
tions will also be available on or about January 4, 2006 via the GOSC
website, www.nysmallcities.com.  Applications are due to GOSC by
April 3, 2006. If mailed, applications must be postmarked no later than
April 3, 2006. If hand-delivered, it must be delivered on April 3, 2006,
no later than 4:00 p.m.

The above-stated application deadline is firm as to date and hour.
In the interest of fairness to all competing applicants, GOSC will treat
as ineligible for consideration any application that is not received by
4:00 p.m. on, or postmarked by, April 3, 2006. Applicants should take
this procedure into account and make early submission of their materials
to avoid any risk of loss of eligibility brought about by unanticipated
delays or other delivery-related problems.

Open Round Grants 
Interested applicants must first contact the GOSC to complete the

preliminary evaluation process in order to determine that the economic
development project, as proposed, meets CDBG program and GOSC
selection requirements. Based upon the information provided during the
preliminary evaluation process, the applicant may then be invited to
submit an application for funding. 

Beginning January 4, 2006 eligible applicants may start the
preliminary evaluation process. To obtain a copy of the Local Govern-
ments' Guide to The Governor's Office for Small Cities CDBG Eco-
nomic Development Program, please visit our website at www.
nysmallcities.com or contact: Mr. Chris Hunsinger, Economic Develop-
ment Program Administrator, at the above address, or call (518)
474-2057, Fax (518) 474-5247




