
EXECUTIVE
ORDERS

Executive Order No. 14: Revocation of Executive Order No. 20.
WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 20, issued by Governor George

Pataki on November 30, 1995, provided for the establishment of the
position of State Director of Regulatory Reform;

WHEREAS, the Governor's Office of Regulatory Reform has been
discontinued by Chapter 60 of the Laws of 2011; and

WHEREAS, the Chairs of the Spending and Government Efficiency
(“SAGE”) Commission, established pursuant to Executive Order No.
4, issued on January 5, 2011, in furtherance of the goal of reducing
New York State government by 20 percent, have reviewed and recom-
mended that Executive Order No. 20, issued November 30, 1995
(Establishing the Position of State Director of Regulatory Reform) be
discontinued;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor of the State
of New York, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the State of New York, do hereby order that upon due
consideration, deliberation and review, Executive Order No. 20, is-
sued November 30, 1995 (Establishing the Position of State Director
of Regulatory Reform) is hereby repealed, cancelled and revoked in
its entirety.

Any references to the Governor's Office of Regulatory Reform in
any Executive Order or administrative document shall be deemed to
refer to the Regulatory Review Unit of the Division of the Budget.

The process for agency submission, and Executive Chamber review,
of new and amended regulations will be determined by the Director of
State Operations, and guidelines regarding such process will be issued
by the Director of State Operations to state agencies.

(L.S.) GIVEN under my hand and the Privy Seal of
the State in the City of Albany, this twenty-
seventh day of April in the year two thousand
eleven.

BY THE GOVERNOR

/S/ Andrew M. Cuomo

/s/ Steven M. Cohen

Secretary to the Governor

Executive Order No. 15: Establishing Judicial Screening
Committees.

WHEREAS, under the Constitution and Laws of the State of New
York the Governor is entrusted with the responsibility of appointing
judicial officers to the offices of Judge and Presiding Judge of the
Court of Claims; designating Justices of the Supreme Court to the of-
fices of Justice, Temporary Justice, and Presiding Justice of the Ap-
pellate Division of the Supreme Court; and appointing judicial offic-
ers to fill vacancies in the offices of Justice of the Supreme Court,
Judge of the County Court, Judge of the Surrogate's Court, and Judge
of the Family Court outside the City of New York; and

WHEREAS, a fair, impartial, independent, highly qualified, and di-
verse judiciary is essential to ensuring justice for all who come before
New York State's courts and to fostering public confidence in the in-
tegrity of the judicial process; and

WHEREAS, a fair, impartial, independent, highly qualified, and di-
verse judiciary is cultivated by:

1. encouraging highly qualified candidates from all parts of New

York State, with diverse backgrounds and experiences, to apply for
judicial offices;

2. reviewing candidates for judicial office without regard to po-
litical beliefs or party affiliation; and

3. selecting judicial officers who reflect the diverse backgrounds
and experiences of the residents of New York State, based on their in-
tegrity, independence, intellect, judgement, temperament, and experi-
ence; and

WHEREAS, the highest quality of judicial appointments can best
be assured with the assistance of diverse, credible, impartial and non-
partisan judicial screening committees;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor of the State
of New York, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the State of New York, do hereby order as follows:

A. Purpose and Duties
1. Judicial Screening Committees are hereby established to evalu-

ate the qualifications of candidates for appointment or designation to
judicial office throughout New York State, and to recommend to the
Governor those persons who are highly qualified to hold judicial
office.

2. Each Judicial Screening Committee shall:
a. Actively recruit candidates for appointment or designation

to the judicial offices within the committee's jurisdiction. In recruiting
candidates, the Judicial Screening Committees shall strive to find
candidates that reflect the diverse backgrounds and experiences of the
citizens of New York State;

b. Review and evaluate the qualifications of all candidates for
appointment or designation. In reviewing and evaluating the qualifica-
tions of candidates, each committee member shall give primary
consideration to each candidate's integrity, independence, intellect,
judgment, temperament and experience, and shall not give any
consideration to the age, creed, color, national origin, sexual orienta-
tion, military status, sex, disability, predisposing genetic characteris-
tics, marital status or political party affiliation of the candidate;

c. Recommend for appointment or designation only those
candidates who, as determined by a majority vote of all members of
the committee, are highly qualified for the judicial office for which
they are being considered. No committee shall pass on the qualifica-
tions of any candidate until after a thorough inquiry has been made by
the committee and its staff;

d. Prepare written reports on the qualifications of each
candidate it determines to be highly qualified and recommends to the
Governor. Committee reports shall be made available to the public
upon request. All other records and deliberations of, and all com-
munications to, any Judicial Screening Committee with respect to a
candidate shall be held in confidence and shall not be disclosed to
anyone other than the Governor, Counsel to the Governor, or their
designees. Notwithstanding the foregoing, information submitted to
any Judicial Screening Committee relating to an appointee may be
disclosed to the Senate when necessary for confirmation of the ap-
pointee, and information submitted to a Judicial Screening Committee
may be disclosed to any other person or organization if disclosure is
required in connection with disciplinary proceedings or its otherwise
required by law.

B. State Judicial Screening Committee
1. A State Judicial Screening Committee is hereby established.
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2. The State Judicial Screening Committee shall consist of
thirteen members: two individuals selected by the Governor; the
Chairperson of each of the Departmental Judicial Screening Commit-
tees established by Section C of this Executive Order; one of the other
members of each of the Departmental Judicial Screening Committees,
who shall be selected by the Governor; two persons selected by the
Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals; and one person selected by the
Attorney General. The chairperson of the State Judicial Screening
Committee shall be appointed by the Governor from among the
members of the Committee.

3. The term of office of any member of the State Judicial Screen-
ing Committee who is a member of a Departmental Screening Com-
mittee shall expire at the same time as the member's term of office on
the Departmental Screening Committee expires.

4. The State Judicial Screening Committee shall have jurisdiction
to consider the qualifications of candidates for appointment to the of-
fices of Judge and Presiding Judge of the Court of Claims, and to rec-
ommend to the Governor all persons whom it finds highly qualified
for those judicial offices.

5. When exercising the power to designate the Presiding Judge of
the Court of Claims pursuant to section 2(6) of the Court of Claims
Act; or the power to appoint a Judge of the Court of Claims pursuant
to section 9 of Article VI of the Constitution and section 2(2) and 2(4)
of the Court of Claims Act; or the power to fill a vacancy in the office
of Judge of the Court of claims pursuant to section 21(b) of Article VI
of the Constitution, the Governor shall appoint or designate only
persons who have been recommended by the State Judicial Screening
Committee as highly qualified for the judicial office to which the ap-
pointment or designation is to be made.

6. The State Judicial Screening Committee shall promulgate ap-
propriate rules and regulations to govern its proceedings and those of
the Departmental and County Judicial Screening Committees estab-
lished by this Order. The rules and regulations shall include standards
and procedures for ensuring, to the extent possible, uniformity of
criteria for evaluating the qualifications of candidates for appointment
or designation to judicial office throughout New York State.

C. Departmental Judicial Screening Committees
1. A Departmental Judicial Screening Committee is hereby

established in each judicial department of New York State.
2. Each Departmental Judicial Screening Committee shall consist

of thirteen members: five members shall be selected by the Governor;
two members shall be selected by the Chief Judge of the Court of Ap-
peals; two members shall be selected by the Attorney General; one
member shall be selected by the Presiding Justice of the Appellate
Division for that department; one member shall be selected jointly by
the Speaker of the Assembly and the Minority Leader of the Senate;
one member shall be selected jointly by the President Pro Tempore of
the Senate and the Minority Leader of the Assembly; and one member
shall be selected by the President of the New York State Bar
Association. The Chairperson of each Departmental Screening Com-
mittee shall be appointed by the Governor from among the members
of the Committee. Each member of the Committee shall be a resident
of, have an office in, or work in the judicial department in which he or
she is to serve.

3. Each Departmental Judicial Screening Committee shall have
jurisdiction to consider the qualifications of candidates for designa-
tion to the offices of Justice, Additional Justice, Temporary Justice
and Presiding Justice of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court
for such department, and candidates for appointment to the office of
Supreme Court Justice within such department, and to recommend to
the Governor all persons whom it finds highly qualified for those
judicial offices.

4. When exercising the power to designate the Presiding Justice
of each Appellate Division pursuant to section 4(c) of Article VI of
the Constitution; or the power to designate other Justices of any Ap-
pellate Division pursuant to sections 4(c) and 4(d) of Article VI of the
Constitution; or the power to designate Additional Justices of any Ap-
pellate Division pursuant to section 4(e) of Article VI of the Constitu-
tion; or the power to fill a vacancy in the office of Justice of the
Supreme Court pursuant to section 21(a) of Article VI of the Constitu-

tion, the Governor shall appoint or designate only persons who have
been recommended by a Departmental Judicial Screening Committee
as highly qualified for the judicial office to which the appointment is
to be made.

5. A candidate recommended as highly qualified for the office of
Supreme Court Justice or Justice or Additional Justice of the Appel-
late Division of the Supreme Court by a Departmental Screening Com-
mittee shall be eligible for appointment or designation by the Governor
to such office in any judicial department. Notwithstanding the forego-
ing, a person serving as a Justice of the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court may be designated by the Governor to serve as an Ad-
ditional Justice, and a person serving as an Additional Justice of the
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court may be designated by the
Governor to serve as a Justice, of the same or a different judicial
department without the recommendation of a Departmental Screening
Committee.

D. County Judicial Screening Committees
1. A County Judicial Screening Committee is hereby established

in each county of the State, consisting of the members of the Depart-
mental Judicial Screening Committee for the department in which the
county is located plus one additional person who shall be resident of,
have an office in, or work in the county in which he or she is to serve,
to be selected by the chief executive officer of the county. The Chair-
man of the Departmental Judicial Screening Committee shall also
serve as Chairman of the County Judicial Screening Committee. As
used herein, the term “chief executive officer” for the county shall
mean the appointed or elected county executive, as the case may be,
or if there be no such office, the chairman of the governing body of
the county; provided, however, that for counties within the City of
New York, the term “chief executive officer” for the county shall mean
the Mayor of the City of New York.

2. Each County Judicial Screening Committee shall have juris-
diction to consider the qualifications of candidates for appointment to
the offices of Judge of the County Court, Judge of the Surrogate's
Court, and Judge of the Family Court outside of the City of New York,
for such county, and to recommend to the Governor all persons whom
it finds highly qualified for those judicial offices. When exercising the
power of appointment to fill a vacancy in the office of Judge of the
County Court, Judge of the Surrogate's Court, or of Judge of the Fam-
ily Court outside of the City of New York, pursuant to section 21(a) of
Article VI of the Constitution, the Governor shall appoint only persons
who have been recommended by the appropriate County Judicial
Screening Committee as highly qualified for the judicial office to
which the appointment is to be made.

E. General Provisions
1. The terms of office of the members of the Judicial Screening

Committees established by this Executive Order shall be for a term of
three years.

2. The terms of office of the members of the Judicial Screening
Committees established by this Executive Order are subject to the
provisions of section 5 of the Public Officers Law.

3. Committee vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as
initial appointments, and a person appointed to fill a vacancy shall
serve for the remainder of the unexpired term. No member shall be
removed during his or her term by the Governor except for cause.

4. No member of a Judicial Screening Committee shall hold any
judicial or elected public office for which he shall receive compensa-
tion during his period of service, nor shall he hold any office in any
political party. No member of a Judicial Screening Committee shall be
eligible for appointment to any judicial office within the jurisdiction
of the Judicial Screening Committee on which the member serves dur-
ing the member's period of service or within one year thereafter.

5. Members of Judicial Screening Committees shall receive no
compensation for their service, but shall be entitled to reimbursement
for any necessary expenses incurred by them in connection with the
performance of their duties. Each judicial screening committee shall
have a paid staff available to it sufficient to enable the committee to
carry out properly its responsibilities including adequate investiga-
tions into all matters relevant to the qualifications of candidates for
appointment to judicial office.

NYS Register/May 18, 2011Executive Orders

88



6. Executive Order No. 8, issued June 18, 2008, is hereby revoked
and superseded by this Executive Order as of the date hereof.

(L.S.) GIVEN under my hand and the Privy Seal of
the State in the City of Albany, this twenty-
seventh day of April in the year two thousand
eleven.

BY THE GOVERNOR

/S/ Andrew M. Cuomo

/s/ Steven M. Cohen

Secretary to the Governor

Executive Order No. 16: Declaring a Disaster in the County of
Essex.

WHEREAS, on April 27, 2011 and continuing thereafter, severe
thunderstorms accompanied by heavy rains and strong winds, dis-
rupted vital public transportation and utility service, and threatened
public health and public safety systems within the County of Essex;
and

WHEREAS, this event has caused widespread flooding, power out-
ages, damage to roadways and other public infrastructure, residences,
and businesses, damaged public and private property, and will
continue to pose a threat to the public health and safety;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor of the State
of New York, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the Laws of the State of New York, do hereby find that a di-
saster has occurred for which the affected local governments are un-
able to respond adequately. Therefore, pursuant to the authority vested
in me by the Constitution of the State of New York and Section 28 of
Article 2-B of the Executive Law, I hereby declare a State Disaster
Emergency effective April 29, 2011 within the territorial boundaries
of the County of Essex.

FURTHER, pursuant to Section 29 of Article 2-B of the Executive
Law, I direct the implementation of the State Disaster Preparedness
Plan and authorize, effective April 28, 2011, the State Office of Emer-
gency Management, the Department of Health, the Department of
Transportation, the State Police, the Department of Environmental
Conservation, the State Department of Corrections and Community
Supervision, the Public Service Commission, the Office of Fire
Prevention and Control, the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation, the Office of General Services, the American Red Cross
and other State agencies as necessary, to take appropriate action to
protect state property and to assist affected local governments and
individuals in responding to and recovering from this disaster, and to
provide such other assistance as necessary to protect the public health
and safety.

FURTHER, I have designated Andrew X. Feeney Director of the
State Office of Emergency Management as the State Coordinating Of-
ficer for this event.

(L.S.) GIVEN under my hand and the Privy Seal of
the State in the City of Albany, this twenty-
ninth day of April in the year two thousand
eleven.

BY THE GOVERNOR

/S/ Andrew M. Cuomo

/s/ Steven M. Cohen

Secretary to the Governor
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