
EXECUTIVE
ORDERS

Executive Order No. 32: Continuing the Suspension of Certain
Provisions of Law.

WHEREAS, on August 25, 2011, I issued Executive Order Number
17 declaring a disaster emergency in the Counties of Bronx, Kings,
New York, Queens, Richmond, Nassau, Suffolk and contiguous areas
in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2011, I issued Executive Order
Number 22 in order to amend Executive Order Number 17 to declare
a State disaster emergency, effective September 12, 2011, within the
territorial boundaries of the following additional Counties: Albany,
Broome, Chenango, Chemung, Clinton, Columbia, Delaware,
Dutchess, Essex, Greene, Herkimer, Montgomery, Oneida, Orange,
Otsego, Putnam, Rensselaer, Rockland, Saratoga, Schenectady,
Schoharie, Sullivan, Tioga, Ulster, Warren, Washington and
Westchester; and

WHEREAS, Section 29-a of the Executive Law authorizes the
suspension, alteration or modification of statutes, local laws, ordi-
nances, orders, rules or regulations, or parts thereof, if compliance
with such provisions would prevent, hinder or delay action necessary
to cope with a disaster emergency; and

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2011, I issued Executive Order
Number 21 to suspend certain provisions of law to allow replacement
of state-issued documents lost in the State disaster emergency without
payment of mandated fees; and

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2011, I issued Executive Order
Number 22 to suspend provisions of law to facilitate and address agri-
cultural and natural resource infrastructure recovery and the immedi-
ate capital needs of local farms affected by the State disaster emer-
gency; and

WHEREAS, Section 29-a of the Executive Law provides that no
suspension of laws shall be made for a period in excess of thirty days,
provided, however, that upon reconsideration of all of the relevant
facts and circumstances, the suspension may be extended for ad-
ditional thirty-day periods; and

WHEREAS, on October 13, 2011, I issued Executive Order
Number 29 to continue the suspension of law as ordered by Executive
Orders Number 21 and 22 through November 13, 2011;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ANDREW M. CUOMO, Governor of the
State of New York, by virtue of the authority vested in me by Section
29-a of Article 2-B of the Executive Law, and after having reconsid-
ered all of the relevant facts and circumstances, do hereby order that
the suspension of provisions of law ordered by Executive Order
Numbers 21 and 22 shall continue through December 13, 2011.

(L.S.) GIVEN under my hand and the Privy Seal of
the State in the City of Albany, this tenth day
of November in the year two thousand
eleven.

BY THE GOVERNOR

/S/ Andrew M. Cuomo

/s/ Lawrence Schwartz

Secretary to the Governor

Executive Order No. 33: Temporary Suspension of Provisions
Relating to Businesses Affected by the State Disaster Emergency.

WHEREAS, on August 25, 2011, I issued Executive Order Number
17 declaring a disaster emergency in the counties of Bronx, Kings,
New York, Queens, Richmond, Nassau, Suffolk and contiguous areas
in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, on September 15, 2011, as a result of the power out-
ages and extensive flooding and damages to homes, businesses and
transportation networks caused by Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm
Lee, I issued Executive Order Number 22 in order to amend Executive
Order Number 17 to declare a State disaster emergency, effective
September 12, 2011, within the territorial boundaries of the following
additional Counties: Albany, Broome, Chenango, Chemung, Clinton,
Columbia, Delaware, Dutchess, Essex, Greene, Herkimer, Montgom-
ery, Oneida, Orange, Otsego, Putnam, Rensselaer, Rockland, Saratoga,
Schenectady, Schoharie, Sullivan, Tioga, Ulster, Warren, Washington
and Westchester; and

WHEREAS, Section 29-a of the Executive Law authorizes the
suspension, alteration or modification of statutes, local laws, ordi-
nances, orders, rules or regulations, or parts thereof, if compliance
with such provisions would prevent, hinder or delay action necessary
to cope with a disaster emergency; and

WHEREAS, there are available funds from the New York Main
Street Program to address the immediate needs of local businesses,
including the rehabilitation of commercial buildings and the replace-
ment of permanent fixtures and equipment;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ANDREW M. CUOMO, Governor of the
State of New York, by virtue of the authority vested in me by Section
29-a of Article 2-B of the Executive Law to temporarily suspend and
otherwise alter or modify specific provisions of any statute, local law,
ordinance, orders, rules or regulations, or parts thereof, of any agency
during a State disaster emergency, if compliance with such provisions
would prevent, hinder or delay action necessary to cope with the di-
saster, hereby temporarily suspend or modify, for the period from the
date of this Executive Order until further notice, the following laws
under the following conditions:

1. Subdivision (4-a) of Section 146 of the Executive Law, to the
extent that the chairperson of the Housing Trust Fund Corporation
determines it necessary to waive any requirement to publish, in the
State Register or elsewhere, notice of the availability of Main Street
Program funds;

2. Subdivision (3) of Section 1221 of the Private Housing Finance
Law, to the extent of allowing New York Main Street Program funds
to be used in disaster emergency areas that might not otherwise be
eligible;

3. Subdivision (4) of Section 1221 and subdivision (5) of Section
1222 of the Private Housing Finance Law, to the extent of eliminating
New York Main Street Program’s minimum requirements for submit-
ting a plan or proposal, thereby allowing the Housing Trust Fund
Corporation and/or any eligible applicant to expedite the delivery of
Main Street Program funds in disaster emergency areas;

4. Subdivision (2) of Section 1222 of the Private Housing Finance
Law, to the extent that the Housing Trust Fund Corporation would be
permitted to make awards larger than the $500,000 limit on Main
Street Program contracts to new applicants or to award additional
Main Street Program funds to existing Main Street participants;

5. Subdivision (3) of Section 1222 of the Private Housing Finance
Law, to the extent that the Chairperson of the Housing Trust Fund
Corporation determines that an eligible applicant or an existing Main
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Street Program participant can reasonably justify an increase in the
limit on the percentage of a Main Street contract that can be used for
approved planning and administrative cost; and

6. Subdivision (2) of Section 14.09 of the Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation Law, to the extent of requiring the Commis-
sioner of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation to undertake in
an expedited fashion the required review as to whether an applicable
project may have an adverse impact on any property that is listed on
the national register of historic places or on the state register or is
determined to be eligible for the state register.

(L.S.) GIVEN under my hand and the Privy Seal of
the State in the City of Albany, this tenth day
of November in the year two thousand
eleven.

BY THE GOVERNOR

/S/ Andrew M. Cuomo

/s/ Lawrence Schwartz

Secretary to the Governor

Executive Order No. 34: Continuing the New York State Council
on Returning Veterans and Their Families.

WHEREAS, thousands of New York State residents are veterans
who have served in armed conflicts over the last several decades,
including Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation
Iraqi Freedom in Iraq; and

WHEREAS, many currently deployed military personnel, includ-
ing National Guard and Reserve members, have returned and will
return from ongoing conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq; and

WHEREAS, a significant number of veterans who served on active
duty in armed hostilities are at risk to return home with – or later
develop – physical disabilities, medical conditions, mental illnesses
and/or substance abuse disorders, including but not limited to
traumatic brain injury and post traumatic stress disorder, impacting
not only those veterans but their families as well; and

WHEREAS, the prolonged nature of the economic recession on the
national and state level has had a detrimental impact on the employ-
ment opportunities available to returning veterans; and

WHEREAS, it is important to assure that all available resources are
marshaled to help returning veterans and their families in addressing
these challenges; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to ensure that federal, state and other
funding and service resources which are or become available to help
veterans and their families, especially those experiencing multiple
challenges, are coordinated as well as possible and used in the most
effective and efficient manner; and

WHEREAS, it is critical that veterans and their families are aware
of and have access to such resources and services; and

WHEREAS, increased public awareness of the sacrifices and needs
of returning veterans and their families is essential to help returning
veterans transition back into their home communities and workplaces;
and

WHEREAS, it is crucial to recognize that veterans returning from
active duty bring with them skills, training and experience which could
be used in a variety of job settings, and that any barriers to the applica-
tion of such skills, training and experience where appropriate should
be identified and eliminated; and

WHEREAS, the New York State Council on Returning Veterans
and Their Families was established by Executive Order 12 issued by
Governor David Paterson on November 11, 2008 to address a number
of the issues set forth above; and

WHEREAS, the extended duration of the ongoing military conflicts
and the consequential increase in the number of veterans returning
therefrom makes it important to continue such Council but with a
reinvigorated membership and updated mission, and to take prompt
action to identify ways in which veterans can obtain credit for the
skills, training and experience they acquired while in military service

for purposes of securing employment with state or local governments;
and

NOW, THEREFORE, I, ANDREW M. CUOMO, Governor of the
State of New York, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and Laws of the State of New York do hereby order as
follows:

1. The New York State Council on Returning Veterans and Their
Families (the Council) is hereby continued, and its membership and
mission are broadened as set forth below.

2. The members of the Council shall consist of the Director of the
Division of Veterans’ Affairs, the Commissioner of the Office of
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Services, the Commissioner of the
Department of Health, the Commissioner of the Office of Mental
Health, the Adjutant General of the Division of Military and Naval
Affairs, the Commissioner of the Department of Labor, the Commis-
sioner of Homes and Community Renewal, the Commissioner of the
New York State Department of Economic Development, the Commis-
sioner of the State Education Department, the President of the Higher
Education Services Corporation, and the Director of the Office for the
Aging, or their designees, and additional members appointed by the
Governor, including one representative of local government, one or
more veterans or family members of veterans, one representative of an
organization that provides behavioral health services to veterans, one
representative of an organization that provides substance abuse ser-
vices to veterans, and an individual with academic expertise in
veterans’ affairs. The Director of the Division of Veterans’ Affairs or
a designee thereof shall serve as the Chair of the Council.

3. A majority of the members of the Council shall constitute a
quorum and all recommendations of the Council shall require approval
of a majority of the total members of the Council.

4. No member of the Council shall be disqualified from holding any
public office or employment, nor shall he or she forfeit any such of-
fice or employment by virtue of his or her appointment hereunder.
Members of the Council shall receive no compensation for their ser-
vices but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses incurred
in the performance of their functions hereunder. All members of the
Council shall serve at the pleasure of the Governor and vacancies
shall be filled by the Governor. The Governor may appoint additional
voting and non-voting members to the Council as necessary.

5. The Council is charged with making recommendations to assist
in the coordination of State strategy to accomplish the following:

a. Increase public awareness of the needs of returning veterans
and their families and the value that veterans offer to communities as
a result of their service;

b. Conduct education and outreach to ensure that veterans and
their families are aware of available resources and services to help
them address physical health and mental health and substance abuse
problems resulting from active duty;

c. Properly identify veterans and their families and ensure that
they are aware of and have access to available benefits and services;

d. Identify and eliminate barriers to the prompt and accurate di-
agnosis of physical disabilities, medical conditions, mental illnesses
and/or substance abuse disorders affecting returning veterans and their
families;

e. Identify and eliminate barriers to service so that veterans,
particularly those with more than one disability or condition, have suf-
ficient access to needed resources and services;

f. Encourage the development of a viable referral network,
including peer-to-peer systems;

g. Maximize the resources available to help returning veterans
and their families address physical disabilities, medical conditions,
mental illnesses and/or substance abuse disorders arising from active
service, including funding and services available through federal, state
and non-governmental sources;

h. Coordinate resources and services available for returning
veterans and their families that address physical disabilities, medical
conditions, mental illnesses and/or substance abuse disorders resulting
from active duty to maximize efficiency and effectiveness;

i. Provide returning veterans with assistance in locating appropri-
ate housing as needed and resolving housing-related difficulties;
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j. Assist with the credentialing of military specialties into civilian
occupations, so that the skills, education, training, experience, and
credentials acquired by veterans during their military service can be
used to expand their employment opportunities;

k. Provide returning veterans with information and assistance in
meeting their academic goals, including information and assistance
regarding scholarship opportunities and higher education loans; and

l. Any additional matters as directed by the Chair of the Council
or the Governor or his designee.

6. The Chair shall continue the advisory body comprised of various
stakeholders representing a broad range of interests related to the well-
being of veterans and their families, who can call upon their experi-
ence and expertise to assist the Council in its work. Membership on
such advisory body should reflect the diversity of veterans and their
families in New York State so as to be culturally competent.

7. The Council shall issue reports to the Governor of its activities,
findings and recommendations in furtherance of the purposes of this
Order from time to time as directed by the Governor or the Governor’s
designee.

8. Every agency and authority of this State shall cooperate with the
Council and furnish such information and assistance as the Council
determines is reasonably necessary to fulfill the purposes of this Exec-
utive Order.

9. Every agency and authority of this State is hereby directed to
review paths into the civilian workforce and identify ways the State
can better recognize the skills, education, training, experience, and
credentials acquired by veterans while in military service, including
by reviewing licensure and educational credit programs to identify
ways qualifying military training and experience can be counted.

10. This Executive Order revokes and supersedes Executive Order
12, issued by Governor Paterson on November 11, 2008.

(L.S.) GIVEN under my hand and the Privy Seal of
the State in the City of Albany, this tenth day
of November in the year two thousand
eleven.

BY THE GOVERNOR

/S/ Andrew M. Cuomo

/s/ Lawrence Schwartz

Secretary to the Governor
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