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AMENDMENT OF RULE
Rules of Professional Conduct

The Departments of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court,
pursuant to the authority invested in them, do hereby amend, effective
July 1, 2012, Rule 7.4 of Part 1200 of Title 22 of the Official Compila-
tions of Codes, Rules and Regulations of the State of New York,
entitled ‘‘Rules of Professional Conduct,’’ as follows:

RULE 7.4:
Identification of Practice and Specialty

(a) A lawyer or law firm may publicly identify one or more areas of
law in which the lawyer or the law firm practices, or may state that the
practice of the lawyer or law firm is limited to one or more areas of
law, provided that the lawyer or law firm shall not state that the lawyer
or law firm is a specialist or specializes in a particular field of law,
except as provided in Rule 7.4(c).

(b) A lawyer admitted to engage in patent practice before the United
States Patent and Trademark Office may use the designation ‘‘Patent
Attorney’’ or a substantially similar designation.

(c) A lawyer may state that the lawyer has been recognized or certi-
fied as a specialist only as follows:

(1) A lawyer who is certified as a specialist in a particular area of
law or law practice by a private organization approved for that purpose
by the American Bar Association may state the fact of certification if,
in conjunction therewith, the certifying organization is identified and
the following statement is prominently made: ‘‘The [name of the
private certifying organization] is not affiliated with any governmental
authority.‘‘ [Certification is not a requirement for the practice of law
in the State of New York and does not necessarily indicate greater
competence than other attorneys experienced in this field of law;’’]

(2) A lawyer who is certified as a specialist in a particular area of
law or law practice by the authority having jurisdiction over specializa-
tion under the laws of another state or territory may state the fact of
certification if, in conjunction therewith, the certifying state or terri-
tory is identified and the following statement is prominently made:
‘‘Certification granted by the [identify state or territory] is not
recognized by any governmental authority within the State of New
York.‘‘ [Certification is not a requirement for the practice of law in
the State of New York and does not necessarily indicate greater com-
petence than other attorneys experienced in this field of law.’’]

71




