
COURT
NOTICES

AMENDMENT OF RULE
Uniform Civil Rules of the Supreme and County Courts

The following Court Notice, as originally published in the
December 3, 2014 issue of the State Register, was missing language
in paragraph (e)(4). Below is the corrected notice:

Pursuant to the authority vested in me, and with the advice and
consent of the Administrative Board of the Courts, I hereby amend the
Uniform Civil Rules of the Supreme and County Courts by adding a
new section 202.5(e), relating to the omission or redaction of confiden-
tial personal information, to read as set forth below, effective January
1, 2015. Compliance with this rule shall be voluntary from January 1
through February 28, 2015, and mandatory thereafter.

§ 202.5 Papers Filed in Court
* * *

(e) Omission or Redaction of Confidential Personal Information.
(1) Except in a matrimonial action, or a proceeding in sur-

rogate's court, or a proceeding pursuant to article 81 of the mental
hygiene law, or as otherwise provided by rule or law or court order,
and whether or not a sealing order is or has been sought, the parties
shall omit or redact confidential personal information in papers
submitted to the court for filing. For purposes of this rule, confidential
personal information (“CPI”) means:

i. the taxpayer identification number of an individual or an
entity, including a social security number, an employer identification
number, and an individual taxpayer identification number, except the
last four digits thereof;

ii. the date of an individual's birth, except the year thereof;
iii. the full name of an individual known to be a minor, except

the minor's initials; and
iv. a financial account number, including a credit and/or debit

card number, a bank account number, an investment account number,
and/or an insurance account number, except the last four digits or let-
ters thereof.

(2) The court sua sponte or on motion by any person may order a
party to remove CPI from papers or to resubmit a paper with such in-
formation redacted; order the clerk to seal the papers or a portion
thereof containing CPI in accordance with the requirement of
22NYCRR § 216.1 that any sealing be no broader than necessary to
protect the CPI; for good cause permit the inclusion of CPI in papers;
order a party to file an unredacted copy under seal for in camera
review; or determine that information in a particular action is not
confidential. The court shall consider the pro se status of any party in
granting relief pursuant to this provision.

(3) Where a person submitting a paper to a court for filing
believes in good faith that the inclusion of the full confidential
personal information described in subparagraphs (i) to (iv) of
paragraph (1) of this subdivision is material and necessary to the
adjudication of the action or proceeding before the court, he or she
may apply to the court for leave to serve and file together with a paper
in which such information has been set forth in abbreviated form a
confidential affidavit or affirmation setting forth the same information
in unabbreviated form, appropriately referenced to the page or pages
of the paper at which the abbreviated form appears.

(4) The redaction requirement does not apply to the last four
digits of the relevant account numbers, if any, in an action arising out

of a consumer credit transaction, as defined in subdivision (f) of sec-
tion one hundred five of the civil practice law and rules. In the event
the defendant appears in such an action and denies responsibility for
the identified account, the plaintiff may without leave of court amend
his or her pleading to add full account or CPI by (i) submitting such
amended paper to the court on written notice to defendant for in
camera review or (ii) filing such full account or other CPI under seal
in accordance with rules promulgated by the chief administrator of
the courts.

* * *

AMENDMENT OF RULE
State of New York
Court of Appeals

At a session of the Court, held at Court of Appeals Hall in the City
of Albany on the 18th day of November, 2014

Present, HON. JONATHAN LIPPMAN, Chief Judge presiding.
In the Matter of the Amendment of the Rules of the Court of Ap-

peals for the Admission of Attorneys and Counselors at Law.
Pursuant to section 53 of the Judiciary Law, it is hereby
ORDERED that sections 520.2, 520.3 and 520.6 of the Rules of the

Court of Appeals for the Admission of Attorneys and Counselors at
Law (22 NYCRR § § 520.2, 520.3, 520.6) are amended, effective
December 10, 2014, or as soon thereafter as section 52 of the Judi-
ciary Law is complied with, by deleting the bracketed material and
adding the underlined material.

§ 520.2 Admission Upon Examination
(a) Proof Required by the New York State Board of Law Examiners.

An applicant for admission to the New York State bar examination
shall furnish to the New York State Board of Law Examiners, in ac-
cordance with its rules, proof satisfactory to said board:

(1) that applicant is over 21 years of age;
(2) as to the date and place of birth; and
(3) that applicant has complied with section 520.3, 520.4, 520.5,

[or]520.6 or 520.17 of this Part.
§ 520.3 Study of Law in Law School
(a) General. An applicant may qualify to take the New York State

bar examination by submitting to the New York State Board of Law
Examiners satisfactory proof that:

(1) the applicant attended and was graduated with a first degree
in law from an approved law school;

(2) the applicant attended and successfully completed the
prescribed course of instruction required for a first degree in law at an
approved law school, but has not been awarded the degree as of the
date proof of eligibility to sit for the bar examination is required to be
filed with the State Board of Law Examiners. The State Board of Law
Examiners shall not certify the applicant for admission to the bar pur-
suant to section 520.7(a) of this Part until the applicant has presented
satisfactory proof that the applicant has been awarded a first degree in
law; or

(3) the applicant satisfies the requirements of section 520.17 of
this Part.

(b) Approved law school defined. For purposes of these rules, an
approved law school is one:

(1) that is approved by the American Bar Association at all times
during the period of the applicant's attendance; and
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(2) that is located in the United States or its territories.[; and
(3) whose program and course of study meet the requirements of

this section, as shown by the law school's bulletin or catalogue, which
shall be filed annually with the Clerk of the Court of Appeals and the
State Board of Law Examiners, or the publicly available pages of the
law school's website, which shall adequately describe each course of-
fered and completely set forth the law school's academic calendar and
graduation requirements.]

(c) Instructional requirements.
(1) The law school shall require for its first degree in law the suc-

cessful completion of a program that [prepares its students for admis-
sion to the bar and effective, ethical and responsible participation in
the legal profession, and] meets each of the following requirements:

(i) a minimum of 83 credit hours must be required for gradua-
tion, including substantial instruction in substantive and procedural
law and professional skills;

(ii) a minimum of 64 of the required 83 credit hours must be
earned by attendance in regularly scheduled classroom courses at the
law school; and

(iii) a minimum of two credit hours must be earned in a course
or courses in professional responsibility.

(2) Clinical courses. Credit may be granted toward the 83 credit
hours required for graduation for law school clinical courses. Such
credit may be counted toward the 64 classroom credit hours required
by paragraph (1)(ii) of this subdivision, provided:

(i) the course includes adequate classroom meetings or
seminars during the same semester in which the clinical work is
completed in order to ensure contemporaneous discussion, review and
evaluation of the clinical experience;

(ii) the clinical work is conducted under the direct supervision
of a member of the law school faculty; and

(iii) the time and effort required and anticipated educational
benefit are commensurate with the credit awarded.

(3) Field placement programs or externships. Credit may be
granted toward the 83 credit hours required for graduation for field
placement programs or externships but such credit may not be counted
toward the 64 classroom hours required by paragraph (1)(ii) of this
subdivision, except that credit separately awarded for the classroom
instructional component of a field placement program or externship
taught by a member of the law school faculty may be counted toward
the 64 classroom credit hour requirement.

(4) The total number of credit hours granted for law school clini-
cal courses, field placement programs and externships, including
classroom components, may not exceed 30 of the 83 credit hours
required for graduation.

(5) Joint degree or other courses taught outside the law school.
The law school may grant credit for up to 12 of the 83 credit hours
required for graduation for courses taught by members of the faculty
of any university or college with which the law school is affiliated or
offers a joint degree program, or with which the law school has an
agreement which allows courses to be taken at such university or col-
lege for credit at the law school. Credit granted for such courses may
not be counted toward the 64 classroom credit hours required by
paragraph (1)(ii) of this subdivision.

(6) Distance education. Distance education is an educational pro-
cess in which more than one-third of the course instruction is
characterized by the separation, in time or place, or both, between
instructor and student, and the instruction involves the use of technol-
ogy [is used to deliver instruction] to support regular and substantive
interaction among students and between students and the faculty
member, either synchronously or asynchronously.

(i) Up to 15 [12] credit hours for distance education courses
may be counted toward both the 83 credit hours required for gradua-
tion and the 64 classroom credit hours required by paragraph (1)(ii) of
this subdivision, provided that:

(a) there is opportunity for regular and substantive interac-
tion between the faculty member and student and among students [the
study is offered in a primarily synchronous manner, such that students
and the instructor simultaneously interact in a regularly scheduled
class, albeit from separate locations, by means of on-line web-

conferencing, video-conferencing, or other means, so as to provide
students opportunities to interact with instructors and other students
that are comparable to opportunities for such interaction in non-
distance learning settings]; and

(b) there is regular monitoring of student effort and ac-
complishment by the faculty member as the course progresses, and the
opportunity for communication regarding the student's work.

(ii) No credit shall be allowed for correspondence courses.
(iii) [No credit shall be allowed for distance education courses

offered principally by asynchronous means, where students and the
instructor are separated in time as well as in place, including pre-
recorded, non-interactive technologies, such as on-line courses,
internet videos, videocassettes or discs.

(iv)] No credit shall be allowed for distance education courses
until the student has completed the equivalent of 28 credit hours to-
ward the first degree in law[, and no more than four credit hours shall
be allowed for such courses in any semester of study].

(7) The law school certificate of attendance filed with the State
Board of Law Examiners must list separately the credit awarded for:

(i) professional responsibility courses under subparagraph
(c)(1)(iii) of this section;

(ii) clinical courses under paragraph (2) of this subdivision;
(iii) field placement programs and externships under paragraph

(3) of this subdivision and, if credit is separately awarded for a
classroom instructional component of such a program taught by a
member of the law school faculty, such credit shall be separately listed;

([ii]iv) joint degree or other courses taught outside the law
school under paragraph (5) of this subdivision; and

([i]v) distance education courses under paragraph (6) of this
subdivision.

(d) Course of study [and academic calendar]. Except for credit
awarded for law study in a foreign country as provided in subdivision
(e) of this section, [A]an approved law school shall meet the following
[academic schedule and credit hour] requirements:

[(1) the law school's academic year must consist of no fewer
than 130 days on which classes are regularly scheduled, during no
fewer than eight calendar months;]

([2]1) a minimum of 700 minutes of instruction time, exclusive
of examination time, must be required for the granting of one credit
hour; and

[(3) an approved law school on an academic calendar other than
a conventional two-semester schedule must require a course of study
consistent with the credit hour, class days and minutes of instruction
required in this Rule;]

([4]2) an approved law school shall require that the program and
course of study leading to a first degree in law be completed no earlier
than 24 months and no later than 60 months after a student has com-
menced law study at the law school or a law school from which the
school has accepted transfer credit[; and]. Where credit is granted to a
student who has completed law study in a foreign country, only the
time commensurate with the amount of credit granted shall be counted
toward the length of study requirement of this paragraph.

[(5) an approved law school shall not permit a student to be
enrolled at any time in coursework that, if successfully completed,
would exceed 20 percent of the total coursework required by that law
school for graduation (or a proportionate number for law schools on
other academic schedules).]

(e) Credit for law study in foreign country. An approved law school
may, in its discretion, grant such credit as it may deem appropriate to-
ward the total credits required for a first degree in law, but not exceed-
ing one-third of the total credits required for the degree, to an ap-
plicant who has studied law in a law school in a foreign country. No
credit shall be allowed for law study in a foreign country that was un-
dertaken through distance education as defined in paragraph (c)(6) of
this section, nor shall any credit be allowed for correspondence
courses.

§ 520.6 Study of Law in Foreign Country; Required Legal Educa-
tion

(a) General. An applicant who has studied in a foreign country may
qualify to take the New York State bar examination by submitting to
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the New York State Board of Law Examiners satisfactory proof of the
legal education required by this section.

(b) Legal education. The applicant must satisfy the educational
requirements of either paragraph (1) or (2) of this subdivision.

(1) The applicant shall show fulfillment of the educational
requirements for admission to the practice of law in a country other
than the United States by successful completion of a period of law
study in a law school or schools each of which, throughout the period
of the applicant's study therein, was approved by the government or
an authorized accrediting body in such country, or of a political
subdivision thereof, to award a first degree in law, and satisfaction of
the following requirements:

(i)(a) Durational requirements. The program and course of
law study successfully completed by the applicant was substantially
equivalent in duration to the legal education provided by an American
Bar Association approved law school in the United States, and in
substantial compliance with the instructional and academic calendar
requirements of section 520.3(c)(1)(i) and (ii) and (d)([2]1) of this
Part; and

(b) Substantive requirements. Such other country is one whose ju-
risprudence is based upon the principles of English Common Law,
and that the program and course of law study successfully completed
by the applicant were the substantial equivalent of the legal education
provided by an American Bar Association approved law school in the
United States.

(ii) Cure provision. An applicant who does not meet the
requirements of subparagraph (i)(a) or (i)(b) may cure either the
durational or substantive deficiency, but not both, under the following
circumstances:

(a) Durational deficiency. If the applicant does not meet the
durational requirements of subparagraph (i)(a), the applicant may cure
the deficiency by providing satisfactory proof that the applicant has at
least two years of foreign legal education that meets the substantive
requirements of subparagraph (i)(b) and that the applicant has gradu-
ated from an LL.M. degree program at an American Bar Association
approved law school in the United States meeting the requirements of
subdivision (b)(3) of this section.

(b) Substantive deficiency. If the applicant does not meet
the substantive requirements of subparagraph (i)(b), the applicant may
cure the deficiency by providing satisfactory proof that the applicant
meets the durational requirements of subparagraph (i)(a) and that the
applicant has graduated from an LL.M. degree program at an Ameri-
can Bar Association approved law school in the United States meeting
the requirements of subdivision (b)(3) of this section.

(2) The applicant shall show admission to practice law in a
country other than the United States whose jurisprudence is based
upon principles of English Common Law, where admission was based
upon a program of study in a law school and/or law office approved
by the government or an authorized accrediting body in such country,
or of a political subdivision thereof, and which satisfies the durational
requirements of subparagraph (1)(i)(a) but does not satisfy the
substantive requirements of subparagraph (1)(i)(b) of this subdivision,
and that such applicant has successfully completed an LL.M. degree
program at an American Bar Association approved law school in the
United States meeting the requirements of subdivision (b)(3) of this
section.

(3) An LL.M. degree shall be satisfactory to qualify an applicant
otherwise meeting the requirements of subsections (b)(1)(ii) or (b)(2)
to take the New York State bar examination provided the following
requirements are met:

(i) the program shall consist of a minimum of 24 credit hours
(or the equivalent thereof, if the law school is on an academic sched-
ule other than a conventional semester system) which, except as
otherwise permitted herein, shall be in classroom courses at the law
school in substantive and procedural law and professional skills;

(ii) a minimum of 700 minutes of instruction time, exclusive
of examination time, must be required for the granting of one credit
hour;

(iii) the program shall include a period of instruction consist-
ing of no fewer than two semesters of at least 13 calendar weeks each,

or the equivalent thereof, exclusive of reading periods, examinations
and breaks, and shall not be completed exclusively during summer
semesters, but a maximum of four credit hours may be earned in
courses completed during summer semesters;

(iv) the program shall be completed within 24 months of ma-
triculation;

(v) all coursework for the program shall be completed at the
campus of an American Bar Association approved law school in the
United States, except as otherwise expressly permitted by subdivision
(b)(3)(vii);

(vi) the program completed by the applicant shall include:
(a) a minimum of two credit hours in a course or courses in

professional responsibility;
(b) a minimum of two credit hours in legal research, writing

and analysis, which may not be satisfied by a research and writing
requirement in a substantive law course;

(c) a minimum of two credit hours in American legal stud-
ies, the American legal system or a similar course designed to
introduce students to distinctive aspects and/or fundamental principles
of United States law, which may be satisfied by a course in United
States constitutional law or United States or state civil procedure;
credit earned in such course in excess of the required two credit hours
may be applied in satisfaction of the requirement of subdivision
(b)(3)(vi)(d); and

(d) a minimum of six credit hours in other courses [in
subjects] that principally focus on subject matter tested on the New
York State bar examination.[, where a principal focus of the courses
includes material contained in the Content Outline for the New York
State bar examination published by the State Board of Law
Examiners.]

(vii) The program completed by the applicant may include:
(a) a maximum of four credit hours in clinical courses,

provided (1) the clinical course includes a classroom instructional
component in order to ensure contemporaneous discussion, review
and evaluation of the clinical experience; (2) the clinical work is done
under the direct supervision of a member of the law school faculty;
and (3) the time and effort required and anticipated educational bene-
fit are commensurate with the credit awarded; and

(b) a maximum of six credit hours in other courses related to
legal training taught by members of the faculty of the law school or of
the university with which the law school is affiliated, or taught by
members of the faculty of any university or college with which the
law school offers a joint degree program, provided such courses must
be completed at the campus of such university or college in the United
States.

(viii) No credit shall be allowed for correspondence courses,
on-line courses, courses offered on DVD or other media, or other
distance learning courses.

(c) Proof required. The applicant shall submit to the State Board of
Law Examiners such proof of compliance with the provisions of this
section as the Board may require.

(d) Effective date for implementation. Except for the requirements
of subdivisions (b)(3)(iii), (v) and (viii), which are effective May 18,
2011, the provisions of Rule 520.6(b)(3) shall first apply to LL.M.
programs commencing during the 2012-13 academic year and to ap-
plicants applying to take the July 2013 bar examination, subject to the
saving clause of Rule 520.1(b).
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