COURT

NOTICES

AMENDMENT OF RULE
Rules of the Court of Appeals

Pursuant to section 53 of the Judiciary Law, it is hereby

ORDERED that Part 520 of the Rules of the Court of Appeals for
the Admission of Attorneys and Counselors at Law (22 NYCRR
§ 520) is amended, effective July 16, 2014, or as soon thereafter as
section 52 of the Judiciary Law is complied with, by deleting the fol-
lowing bracketed material from and adding the italic material to
subsection 520.3(a) thereof and by adding section 520.17.

§ 520.3 Study of Law in Law School

(a) General. An applicant may qualify to take the New York State
bar examination by submitting to the New York State Board of Law
Examiners satisfactory proof that:

(1) the applicant attended and was graduated with a first degree
in law from an approved law school; [or]

(2) the applicant attended and successfully completed the
prescribed course of instruction required for a first degree in law at an
approved law school, but has not been awarded the degree as of the
date proof of eligibility to sit for the bar examination is required to be
filed with the State Board of Law Examiners. The State Board of Law
Examiners shall not certify the applicant for admission to the bar pur-
suant to section 520.7(a) of this Part until the applicant has presented
satisfactory proof that the applicant has been awarded a first degree in
lawl[.]; or

(3) the applicant satisfies the requirements of section 520.17 of
this Part.

§520.17 Pro Bono Scholars Program

(a) General. The Pro Bono Scholars Program is a voluntary
component of legal education that provides law student participants
in their final semester of study with an opportunity to assist in improv-
ing access to justice for persons of limited means while acquiring
practical legal skills training. The program is administered by the
Chief Administrator of the Courts or a designee and provided through
approved law schools in the United States.

(b) Eligibility. A student may participate in the Pro Bono Scholars
Program upon proof that:

(1) the student is enrolled in the final semester of law school
study in a first degree in law program at an approved law school in
the United States, as that term is defined in section 520.3 of this Part,
and satisfies any eligibility requirements set by the student’s law
school; and

(2) upon successful completion of the Pro Bono Scholars Pro-
gram the student will have satisfied:

(i) the instructional and academic calendar requirements of
section 520.3(c) and (d) of this Part; and
(ii) the necessary requirements for graduation at the student’s
law school, and will be awarded a first degree in law.
(c) Program requirements. A student enrolled in the Pro Bono
Scholars Program must complete:

(1) the New York State bar examination administered during the
final semester of the student’s law school study;

(2) at least 12 weeks of full-time pro bono work at a placement
approved by the student’s law school and the Chief Administrator or a
designee, where such work will be supervised by an attorney admitted
to practice in the jurisdiction where the work is performed and by a
faculty member of the student’s law school; and

(3) a concomitant academic component at an approved law
school in the United States, and any other academic requirements set
by the student’s law school.

(d) Law school credit. A student who completes the Pro Bono
Scholars Program must receive at least 12 academic credits for
participation in the program.

(e) Pro bono service defined. For purposes of this section, pro bono
service is full-time supervised law-related work that assists in the pro-
vision of legal services for:

(1) persons who are financially unable to pay for legal represen-
tation,

(2) not-for-profit legal service providers that predominantly ad-
dress the legal needs of indigent clients where the work performed is
for such clients, or

(3) governmental entities, so long as the work performed is on
behalf of identifiable individuals who are financially unable to afford
representation or whose unmet legal needs prevent their access to
Justice.

(f) Bar examination and accelerated admission to the bar. A student
who participates in the Pro Bono Scholars Program must complete
the New York State bar examination during the student’s final semes-
ter of law study, provided the student’s law school submits certifica-
tion to the New York State Board of Law Examiners that the student,
upon successful completion of the Pro Bono Scholars Program, will
meet the requirements of section 520.3(c) and (d) of this Part and will
be awarded a first degree in law. The State Board of Law Examiners
shall not certify the student for admission to the bar pursuant to sec-
tion 520.7(a) of this Part until the student has presented proof that the
student has successfully completed the Pro Bono Scholars Program
and has been awarded a first degree in law.

(g) Noncompliance. A student enrolled in the Pro Bono Scholars
Program must complete all program requirements by the date
established by the Chief Administrator or a designee and by the
student’s law school. The deadline for program compliance may be
extended only in exceptional circumstances and upon a written request
by the student’s law school, submitted to the Chief Administrator or a
designee, setting forth the specific reasons for the student’s inability
to timely complete the program. The determination whether to extend
the deadline is within the discretion of the Chief Administrator or a
designee. Absent a showing of exceptional circumstances, the failure
to complete the program requirements by the deadline will result in
the student’s bar examination results being voided.

(h) Delegation of authority. The administrative power for the
implementation and oversight of the Pro Bono Scholars Program,
including, without limitation, the power to set forth requirements for
the program’s operation not inconsistent with any provision of this
section, is vested in the Chief Judge or the Chief Administrator.
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