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AMENDMENT OF RULE
Uniform Rules for the Trial Courts

Pursuant to the authority vested in me, and with the advice and
consent of the Administrative Board of the Courts, I hereby amend 22
NYCRR § 202.70(g) of the Uniform Rules for the Trial Courts (Rules
of the Commercial Division of Supreme Court), by adding a new Rule
3(b) providing for a settlement conference before a justice other than
the justice assigned to the case, as follows (new matter in italics), ef-
fective July 1, 2016.

Rule 3. Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR); Settlement Confer-
ence Before a Justice Other Than the Justice Assigned to the Case.

(a) At any stage of the matter, the court may direct or counsel may
seek the appointment of an uncompensated mediator for the purpose
of mediating a resolution of all or some of the issues presented in the
litigation. Additionally, counsel for all parties may stipulate to having
the case determined by a summary jury trial pursuant to any applicable
local rules or, in the absence of a controlling local rule, with permis-
sion of the court.

(b) Should counsel wish to proceed with a settlement conference
before a justice other than the justice assigned to the case, counsel
may jointly request that the assigned justice grant such a separate
settlement conference. This request may be made at any time in the
litigation. Such request will be granted in the discretion of the justice
assigned to the case upon finding that such a separate settlement
conference would be beneficial to the parties and the court and would
further the interests of justice. If the request is granted, the assigned
justice shall make appropriate arrangements for the designation of a
“settlement judge.”

AMENDMENT OF RULE
Uniform Rules for the Trial Courts

Pursuant to the authority vested in me, and with the advice and
consent of the Administrative Board of the Courts, I hereby amend 22
NYCRR Part 217, providing for the appointment of an interpreter in
trial court proceedings, as follows (new matter in italics), effective
June 1, 2016.

§ 217.1 Obligation to appoint interpreter in court proceedings in the
trial courts.

(a) In all civil and criminal cases, when a court determines that a
party or witness, or an interested parent or guardian of a minor party
in a Family Court proceeding, is unable to understand and com-
municate in English to the extent that he or she cannot meaningfully
participate in the court proceedings, the clerk of the court or another
designated administrative officer shall schedule an interpreter at no
expense from an approved list maintained by the Office of Court
Administration. The court may permit an interpreter to interpret by
telephone or live audiovisual means. If no pre-approved interpreter is
available, the clerk of the court or another designated administrative
officer shall schedule an interpreter at no expense as justice requires.
This rule shall not alter or diminish the court's authority and duty to
assure justness in proceedings before it.

(b) A person with limited English proficiency, other than a person
testifying as a witness, may waive a court-appointed interpreter, with
the consent of the court, if the person provides his or her own
interpreter at his or her own expense.

217.2 Provision of interpreting services in clerk's offices.
A court clerk shall provide interpreting services at no expense to a

person with limited English proficiency seeking assistance at the court
clerk's office in accordance with the needs of the person seeking as-
sistance and the availability of court interpreting services. Such ser-
vices may be provided by telephone or live audiovisual means.

AMENDMENT OF RULE
Court of Appeals

At a session of the Court, held at Court of Appeals Hall in the City
of Albany on the 3rd day of June, 2016

Present, Hon. Janet DiFiore, Chief Judge, presiding.
In the Matter of The Amendment of the Rules of Practice of the

Court of Appeals (22 NYCRR Part 500).
Pursuant to section 51 of the Judiciary Law, it is hereby
ORDERED that Part 500 of the Rules of Practice of the Court of

Appeals is amended (22 NYCRR Part 500), effective June 22, 2016,
or as soon thereafter as section 52 of the Judiciary Law is complied
with, by deleting the bracketed material and adding the italic material
to sections 500.1(j), 500.1(l), 500.20(d), 500.23(a) and 500.23(b) and
by adding new sections 500.11(m) and 500.13(c), to read as follows:

500.1 General Requirements.
(j) [Computer-generated papers filed] Papers filed prepared by

word-processing systems. Papers [filed] prepared [on a computer] by
a word-processing system shall be printed in either a serifed, propor-
tionally spaced typeface, such as Times New Roman, or a serifed
monospaced typeface, such as Courier. Narrow or condensed typefaces
and condensed font spacing shall not be used. Except in headings,
words shall not be in bold type or type consisting of all capital letters.

(1) Papers filed using a proportionally spaced typeface. The body
of any papers filed using a proportionally spaced typeface shall be
printed in 14-point type. Footnotes shall be printed in type of no less
than 12 points.

(2) Papers filed using a monospaced typeface. The body of any
papers filed using a monospaced typeface shall be printed in 12-point
type containing no more than 10½ characters per inch. Footnotes shall
be printed in type of no less than 10 points.

(l) Margins, line spacing and page numbering of [computer-
generated and typewritten] papers filed. [Computer-generated] Papers
prepared by word-processing systems and typewritten papers [filed]
shall have margins of one inch on all sides of the page. Text shall be
double spaced, but quotations more than two lines long may be
indented and single spaced. Headings and footnotes may be single
spaced. Pages shall be consecutively numbered in the center of the
bottom margin of each page.

500.11 Alternative Procedure for Selected Appeals.
(m) Word and page limits. Submissions pursuant to subsections

(c)(2), (d) and (j) of this section and subsection 500.23 (a)(2) of this
Part shall not exceed 7,000 words if prepared by a word-processing
system and shall not exceed 20 pages if typewritten or handwritten.
The person whose signature appears on a submission prepared by a
word-processing system shall certify the total word count for the text
of the submission. The certification may rely on the word count of the
word-processing system used to prepare the submission. The word
and page limits of this subsection apply to the body of the submission
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and are exclusive of the information required by subsection 500.1(f)
of this Part and subsection (h) of this section.

500.13 Content and Form of Briefs in Normal Course Appeals.
(c) Word and page limits. Except by permission of the Court pursu-

ant to subsection (c)(4) of this section, the following limitations apply:
(1) Briefs prepared by word-processing systems. The principal

briefs of appellant and respondent shall not exceed 14,000 words;
reply briefs, amicus briefs, and briefs in response to amicus briefs
shall not exceed 7,000 words. The person whose signature appears in
the brief pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall certify the
total word count for all printed text in the body of the brief. The certi-
fication may rely on the word count of the word-processing system
used to prepare the brief.

(2) Typewritten and handwritten briefs. The principal briefs of
appellant and respondent shall not exceed 35 pages; reply briefs, ami-
cus briefs, and briefs in response to amicus briefs shall not exceed 20
pages.

(3) Common requirements. The word and page limits of this
subsection apply only to the body of the brief and are exclusive of the
statement of status of the related litigation; the corporate disclosure
statement; the table of contents, the table of cases and authorities and
the statement of questions presented required by subsection (a) of this
section; and any addendum containing material required by subsec-
tion 500.1(h) of this Part. In a cross appeal, the responding/reply
brief of the main appellant shall constitute a principal brief.

(4) Oversized briefs. An application for permission to file an
oversized brief shall be by letter addressed to the Clerk of the Court,
with proof of service of one copy on each other party, stating the
number of additional words or pages requested, demonstrating with
specificity good cause for the oversized brief and asserting that the
brief has been edited for conciseness and to eliminate repetition. The
letter shall be received by the Clerk's Office at least ten days before
the brief is due to be filed.

500.20 Criminal Leave Applications.
(d) Reargument or reconsideration. Requests for reargument or

reconsideration shall be in letter form addressed to the Clerk of the
Court, with proof of service on the adverse party, and shall be as-
signed to the Judge who ruled on the original application. Copies of
the papers filed on the underlying leave application need not be filed.
A request for reargument or reconsideration shall not be based on the
assertion for the first time of new points, except for extraordinary and
compelling reasons. Unless otherwise permitted by the assigned
Judge, the reargument or reconsideration request shall be served not
later than 30 days after the date of the certificate determining the ap-
plication of which reargument or reconsideration is sought. Only one
request for reargument or reconsideration per party of a specific crim-
inal leave application is permitted.

500.23 Amicus Curiae Relief.
(a) Motions for amicus curiae relief.

(1) Amicus curiae relief on normal course appeals and normal
course certified questions.

(i) Movant shall file an original and one copy of its motion
papers, accompanied by an original amicus brief, with proof of ser-
vice of one copy of the motion and one copy of the brief on each other
party. The proposed brief shall conform to the word and page limits
set forth in subsection 500.13(c) of this Part and the requirements of
section 500.1 of this Part.

(2) Amicus curiae relief on appeals and certified questions
selected for review by the alternative procedure. Movant shall file an
original and one copy of its papers, accompanied by an original and
two copies of the proposed submission, with proof of service of one
copy on each other party. The motion shall be noticed for a return date
no later than the filing date set for respondent's submission on the
appeal. The proposed submission shall conform to the word and page
limits set forth in subsection 500.11(m) of this Part and the require-
ments of section 500.1 of this Part.

(b) Amicus curiae filings by the Attorney General.
(1) Amicus curiae relief on motions for permission to appeal in

civil cases. The Attorney General shall file an original and one copy
of the submission with proof of service of one copy on each other

party. The submission shall be filed without leave of the Court on or
before the return date of the motion for permission to appeal.

(2) Amicus curiae relief on normal course appeals and normal
course certified questions. See subsections 500.12(e) and 500.13(c) of
this Part and section 500.1 of this Part.

(3) Amicus curiae relief on appeals and certified questions
selected for review by the alternative procedure. See subsections
500.11(j) and 500.11(m) of this Part.
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