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Town of Evans 
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) 

Public Information Meeting 
Lake Shore High School Media Center 

Tuesday, May 12, 2009 hhhh 7 p.m. 
 

 
Welcome & Introduction:  Sandra Brant, Director of Planning 

• Brief history 
• Purpose and importance of the LWRP 
• Introduction of Wendy Salvati 

 
Presentation:  Wendy Salvati, Planning Consultant 

• Current LWRP on record is from 1986; over 20 years old. 
• Waterfront Advisory Committee introduced – 

o Fran Pordum, TOE Supervisor (not present) 
o Russ Manguso, TOE Parks (not present) 
o Maureen Andrews, TOE Parks 
o William Houston, TOE Economic Development Board 
o James Manning, TOE Recreation Advisory Board 
o David Sippel, TOE Sturgeon Point Advisory Board 
o Joseph Mackenburg, TOE Conservation Advisory Board 
o Donald Maglich, TOE Citizen Representative 
o Valeria Ivan, NYSDOS (not present) 
o Rachael Chrostowski, ECDEP Planner 
o Thomas Dearing, ECDEP (not present) 
o Andy Giarrizzo, NYSHPO (not present) 
o Steven Doleski, NYSDEC – Outside Resource (not present) 

• Committee split boundary into 3 areas. 
• Modified boundary 3 – now begins at Lake Shore Road vs Rt. 5.  It was felt that inland should be 

governed by the Town’s Comprehensive Plan. 
• Meeting is to hear public input on LWRP only; let’s be tolerant of each other’s opinions. 
• What is your vision?  

 
Open Floor to Public 

• Wendt & Bennett Beaches underutilized – where do they fit into the plan? 
• Where is there a copy of the Town’s existing LWRP?  Planning Office. 
• Does this have anything to do with the Horizon plan? 
• When was the last time the Federal Wetlands were updated? 
• When will we see the new LWRP? 
• Are we making a plan to make a plan or will it be utilized?  What are we doing? 
• Can we make sure this document doesn’t just sit for another 20 years? 
• Make sure plan allows for things to happen.   
• What, if anything, was accomplished with the old LWRP? 
• It is difficult to comment when old LWRP isn’t available. 
• Too much money is spent on plans that are not utilized. 
• Open Wendt Beach. 
• We need to bring people to our beaches?  The Town has two great parks. 
• Town doesn’t own the beaches, the County does. 



• Can the Town negotiate with the County to lease these parks and be good stewards? 
• Drive-In is mentioned in the Comprehensive Plan, yet it is gone. 
• Grandview Bay has a problem with beach access. 
• The Town should develop an Advisory Committee that incorporates representatives from all the 

different regions. 
• If someone is on an Advisory Committee would they then be on the Development team? 
• Is there any undeveloped land on the lakefront? 
• Concerns about condominiums or other tall building blocking lake views. 
• Guidelines should be set forth for scenic views.   
• Should identify scenic areas. 
• Maintenance of beaches should be included in the LWRP and assistance provided by the Town: 

o Town should stop refuse and burning on the beaches 
o More refuse can are needed & need to be emptied more than once a year. 

• Town should look into possible low-cost maintenance help: 
o Ameri-Corps 
o School Community Service 
o Prison Inmates 

• Sand dunes should be preserved – no building done on them. 
• More strict building codes should be explored – size, height etc. of buildings in lake area. 
• The Town has a unique opportunity for students, with AJS being near the water – it should be 

encouraged. 
• Erosion areas were defined: 

o Highland, Tyler Road – drainage issues 
o Point Breeze Drive – drainage/flooding 
o End of Beach Road - flooding 
o Wendt Beach – shoreline erosion. 

• Continue to pursue the Hike/Bike path.  Gifford provided and update and explained set-backs. 
• Should the community get involved to help facilitate the movement of the Hike/Bike path – letters? 
• Many residents are concerned about the quaintness of the community. 
• Town support for different community group activities should be encouraged. 
• Beautiful beaches and Parks – promote tourism. 
• LWRP should support business; places to eat, sleep and shop.  Give people a reason to stay here. 
• There should be more boat launches, not just Sturgeon Point and Point Breeze to support tourism 

o Fishing tournaments 
• A boat launch should be available where small boats could be carried into the water. 
• Promote craft shows, food festivals etc. in the lake area. 
• A right to beach access should be included in LWRP – some people have become territorial. 

 
Conclusion 

• You may send additional surveys to the Planning Office; they will be utilized and shared with the 
Waterfront Advisory Committee. 

• Draft will likely not be available until the end of the year. 
• Another public meeting will take place. 
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LWRA ACTIVE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS 
 
 
Grandview Bay Community Association 
 
Roat Acres Community Association 
 
Seymour Terrace Community Association 
 
Shore Meadows Community Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LWRA BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
 
 
Castaways Waterfront Bar & Grill – Lake Erie Beach Community 
 
Just Pizza – Lake Erie Beach Community 
 
Mickey Rat’s/Captain Kidd’s – Grandview Bay Community 
 
Pat’s Pizzeria – Lake Erie Beach Community 
 
Point Breeze Campground – Lake Erie Beach Community 
 
Scott Brown, Attorney – Lake Erie Beach Community 
 
South Shore Beach Inn – Grandview Bay Community 
 
Stroh’s Tavern – Lake Erie Beach Community 
 



 
 
 
 
 
October 28, 2009 
 
 
Grandview Bay Community Association 
Mr. Ben Little, President 
P.O. Box 207 
Angola, NY  14006 
 
Dear Mr. Little, 
 
The Town of Evans is in the process of updating the Local Waterfront Revitalization 
Program (LWRP), which was originally prepared and adopted in 1986.  The LWRP is 
essentially a comprehensive Plan that addresses the use, protection and enjoyment of the 
waterfront.  (We have attached some brief information about the LWRP; the existing 
document can be viewed at the Town Planning Office). 
 
To assist with the update of the LWRP, the Town’s Waterfront Advisory Committee is 
seeking public input.  We recognize the role of shoreline associations and committees and 
are interested in meeting with one or two representatives from your organization.  The 
purpose of this meeting is to discuss issues and opportunities that you feel should be 
considered as part of the planning process for updating the LWRP.  We encourage you to 
collaborate as a group to discuss this project and identify the appropriate parties to 
represent you at this meeting.  If interested, please contact the Town of Evans Planning 
Office at 549-0945 at your earliest convenience to schedule this meeting.  As we are 
scheduling a number of these stakeholders’ meetings, we don’t expect the individual 
meetings to last more than 30 minutes. 
 
Please review the attached materials and consult with your membership to identify what 
you think is important for achieving a future vision for the waterfront.  This vision could 
be anything from maintaining the existing character and quality of the area to more 
progressive ideas for change to improve the area.  We are providing you this opportunity 
and hope to gain your insights to make the updated program more representative. 
 
We look forward to speaking with you soon to discuss this matter further and to set up a 
meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sandra L. Brant 
Director of Planning  



 
 
 
 
 
October 28, 2009 
 
 
Castaways Waterfront Bar & Grill 
Mr. William Holland 
188 Kennedy Avenue 
Angola, NY  14006 
 
Dear Mr. Holland, 
 
The Town of Evans is in the process of updating the Local Waterfront Revitalization 
Program (LWRP), which was originally prepared and adopted in 1986.  The LWRP is 
essentially a comprehensive Plan that addresses the use, protection and enjoyment of the 
waterfront.  (We have attached some brief information about the LWRP; the existing 
document can be viewed at the Town Planning Office). 
 
To assist with the update of the LWRP, the Town’s Waterfront Advisory Committee is 
seeking public input.  We recognize the role of shoreline associations, committees and 
waterfront business and are interested in meeting with one or two representatives from 
your organization.  Please review the attached materials to identify what you think is 
important for achieving a future vision for the waterfront.  The purpose of this meeting is 
to discuss issues and opportunities that you feel should be considered as part of the 
planning process for updating the LWRP.     
 
By providing you this opportunity, we hope to gain your insights to help make the 
updated program more representative.  If interested in meeting with us, please contact the 
Town of Evans Planning Office at 549-0945 at your earliest convenience to set up this 
meeting.  As we are scheduling a number of stakeholders’ meetings, we don’t expect the 
individual meetings to last more than 30 minutes. 
 
We look forward to speaking with you soon to set up a meeting and discuss this matter 
further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sandra L. Brant 
Director of Planning  
 



TOWN OF EVANS  

LOCAL WATERFRONT 

        REVITALIZATION PROGRAM 
 

 
 

2nd PUBLIC 

INFORMATION MEETING 

June 3, 2010 at 7:00 PM 
AT THE EVANS MUNICIPAL 

CENTER 

 

PROVIDE YOUR INPUT ON THE FINDINGS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE LWRP 

 
For more information go to For more information go to For more information go to For more information go to 

www.townofevans.com    



 

EVANS LOCAL WATERFRONT REVITALIZATION PLAN 

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING 
JUNE 3, 2010 · 7:00 PM · TOWN HALL COURT ROOM 

 

Evans Town Supervisor Fran Pordum and Sandy Brant, Director of Planning, introduced Wendy Salvati from 

Wendel Duchscherer.  Ms. Salvati stated that the last update of the Evans Local Waterfront Revitalization Plan 

(LWRP) was completed 24 years ago, in 1986, and therefore it is necessary to revise the plan to reflect current 

conditions in the waterfront area.  The Town recognizes the importance of public participation in updating this 

plan. 

 

In 2009, a committee was formed to work on the update of the LWRP, in accordance with state guidelines and 

regulations.  The first public information meeting on the update process was held in May 2009, where the 

committee heard many helpful comments that were incorporated into the draft plan. 

 

Since the first public information meeting, the committee has reviewed and refined the State Coastal Management 

Program.  The committee identified proposed actions, goals, and objectives of the LWRP.  The Boundary that was 

established in 1986 remains nearly the same, with the addition of areas along significant stream corridors 

(Eighteen Mile Creek and Big Sister Creek) in the Town.  An inventory and analysis of current conditions was done, 

which will be available on the Town’s website in draft format.  Once finalized, this will be updated on the website 

as well.  The committee also reviewed the state’s coastal management policies, as well as additional sub-policies 

that were added in 1986.  The out-of-date policies were removed or revised, and new information was added.  

These policies are the backbone of the LWRP document.  The draft LWRP also contains a description of proposed 

land and water uses, as well as proposed projects.  This section is important because it identifies areas within the 

Local Waterfront Revitalization Area (LWRA) where the policies can be implemented and will help to secure 

funding.  The Implementation Actions section includes the legal items that need to be amended (i.e. zoning code, 

local laws), and describes other studies that are being done.  The LWRP will also contain a list of agencies that are 

affected by the LWRP, and a description of public involvement in the LWRP update process.  Once the Department 

of State approves the draft plan, it can be shared with the public, for review and comment.   

 

Ms. Marie O’Connor stated that at the first public information meeting, the public suggested that the committee 

reach out to local stakeholder groups to obtain their input on the LWRP.  Ms. O’Connor inquired if this was done.  

Ms. Salvati stated that the committee contacted homeowners associations and businesses in the LWRA by mail, 

providing opportunities for these stakeholders to voice their opinions and concerns regarding the LWRP update.  

The committee did not receive a response from any of the groups or businesses that were contacted. 

 

Ms. Salvati reviewed the Inventory and Analysis of Existing Conditions document that was distributed, and 

requested feedback on any item that was included, and asked for any additional comments that may have been 

overlooked.   

 

Ms. Carol Matson noted that the 7
th

 bullet in the Assets and Opportunities section stated that there is capacity at 

the Erie County wastewater treatment plant to accommodate future development in the LWRA, but the bullet 

does not acknowledge the overflow problems during storm events.  Ms. Salvati explained that the issue is 

described in the Issues and Concerns section of the document, and must be addressed by the County.  The DEC is 

already attempting to mitigate the impact of increased stormwater infiltration into the sewer system by requiring 

mitigation as a trade-off for adding to sewer capacity. 

 

Ms. O’Connor also mentioned that she is concerned about pungent odors emanating from the wastewater 

treatment plant. 

 

Mr. Bob Palmer stated that along Big Sister Creek all possible access points have been explored and the dredger is 

available if needed.  He also stated that the hike and bike trail is great, and Purvis Landing would be a great 

location for a car top launch.  Mr. Palmer believes that horse stables at Wendt Beach are an inappropriate use, the 



 

resultant horse feces on the beach is undesirable, and there are other plenty of other locations within the Town 

for equestrian uses.  Mr. Palmer would also like for Wendt Mansion to be open to the public.  Ms. Salvati stated 

that other similar places, like the Glen Iris Inn in Letchworth State Park, the facilities are leased, and the renter 

maintains and operates the facility and the proceeds are given to the County. 

 

Mr. David Stout has concerns about the height of manhole covers.  Many of them are significantly lower than the 

pavement surface. 

 

Ms. O’Connor stated that she disagrees with the 10
th

 bullet in the Assets and Opportunities section that states the 

banks of the stream corridors within the LWRA have not been impacted by development.  She believes that there 

has been a great deal of development impact to Delaware Creek.  This has increased stormwater flow, and erosion.  

She stated that this applies to the area where Fern Brook meets Waterman Road. 

 

Ms. O’Connor also stated that the 12
th

 bullet indicates that failing septic systems were a source of pollution, but 

recent studies have not substantiated this claim. 

 

Ms. O’Connor is concerned that the fresh water feed breaks numerous times per year.  This feed is the one that 

supplies the Angola District.  These are the oldest pipes in the area. 

 

Mr. Paul McNaughton asked, with regard to inflow and infiltration, if the storm sewer was connected to the 

sanitary sewer.  Ms. Salvati explained that it was not, and that stormwater manages to get into the sanitary sewer 

system from improper connections from some homes’ roof drainage into the sanitary sewer system, and by other 

means. 

 

Ms. Salvati reviewed the maps that were distributed.  These maps indicate which properties are included in the 

LWRA, and also points out key features and land uses.  No one in attendance commented on the maps. 

 

Ms. Salvati reviewed the hand out of proposed Town projects and studies.   

 

The first project discussed was Sturgeon Point Bluffs and Marina Improvements.  Mr. Ed Conboy inquired whether 

a survey had been done for the area behind the marina by the bluffs.  A Town Board member in attendance stated 

that the town had hired Manguso and Wendel. 

 

Ms. Matson stated that consideration should be given to the location of the Erie County Outfall when discussing 

expansion of the marina.  Sand deposition and dredging must also be considered here, because the marina’s 

location on a point results in excessive amounts of sand.  It must also be noted that sand movement can negatively 

affect the bluffs.  Digging to make the marina deeper could be problematic and Ms. Matson is unsure of how that 

would be done.  Ms. Matson also has concerns about the safety of swimmers to the west of the marina is unsafe 

due to the crosscurrent.    Ms. Salvati asked Ms. Matson if she would support the enlargement of the marina if it 

were feasible.  Ms. Matson stated that it would be expensive to engineer and maintain, and she wonders if the 

money could be recouped.  Right now, repair should be a priority, as rocks are falling in now.  Ms. Matson later 

indicated that the nesting schedules and behaviors of the cliff swallows should be considered when changes are 

made to the sand around the marina. 

 

The second project discussed was the Evans Multi-Use Trail.  Mr. Conboy stated that he supports the trail, as long 

as it is designed properly by engineers, and placed on the correct side of the road. 

 

Ms. Salvati discussed the proposed improvements to the terminus of Wendt Road.  Mr. Conboy asked if the right-

of-way was large enough for what is proposed.  Ms. Salvati said that the parks superintendent stated that there 

should be sufficient space for a few parking spaces.  

 

The proposed improvements to Purvis Landing were reviewed.  Mr. Conboy stated that this is similar to what is 

proposed for the terminus of Wendt Road, and is more accessible, but parking at Purvis Landing is insufficient.  Ms. 



 

Salvati says that improvements to this site are feasible.  Ms. O’Connor stated that the proposed improvements 

were once in place at Purvis Landing, but maintenance is cost prohibitive, which is why the improvements were 

removed and the area was set up as it is today.  Ms. O’Connor also stated that the proposed boardwalk structure 

that would improve handicap accessibility would not be well supported by the small parking area.  A handicap 

accessible van or vehicle would not be able to park here.  Ms. Salvati stated that the committee will consider this 

and remove recommendations that are not feasible. 

 

With regard to the proposed improvements to mitigate flooding at Fern Brook, a town resident in attendance 

inquired where the handicap accessible dock would go.  Ms. Salvati stated that the parks superintendent has 

identified an area where the dock would be appropriate.   

 

Ms. Brant explained that the feasibility and appropriateness of all proposed projects will be explored if funding for 

such projects becomes available. 

 

Mr. Conboy inquired about proposed beach cleanup.  Ms. Salvati said that Lake Erie Beach and the Town Park are 

cleaned.  Mr. Palmer asked about the disposal of the materials that were collected from the beach, and if this 

would be considered composting or solid waste disposal.  Ms. Salvati stated that if beach cleanup projects were 

implemented, those details would be explored at that time. 

 

Mr. McNaughton suggested that providing cleanup of the old bits of concrete that are strewn about the beach 

would be helpful, as many residents are not aware of proper disposal avenues for that sort of material.  He 

believes this would significantly improve the quality of the beaches. 

 

Mr. Ed Schneider suggested that the Town Park may be appropriate for a car top launch facility. 

 

Ms. Salvati described the proposed local laws and amendments necessary to implement the LWRP.  A town 

resident in attendance requested that parks should be zoned as “parks” (not recreational facilities).  He feels that 

this vague language is problematic and results in the sale of parks, etc. 

 

Ms. O’Connor requested clarification in the zoning designations of Public Facility (PF) and Recreational Facility (RF) 

zoning.  Ms. Salvati and Ms. Brant described each zone and suggested that further information on each zone is 

available in the zoning code. 

 

A town resident in attendance asked if anything is being done upstream of Big Sister Creek to prevent infiltration.  

Ms. Salvati stated that she is not sure, but identifying this as an additional action necessary to implement the 

LWRP, will make it possible to securing funding for these improvements. 

 

A discussion was held about the current ownership of the former Angola Water Treatment Plant.  Residents in 

attendance asked if it would be easier to revitalize if it were owned publicly.  Ms. Salvati said that if the property 

were owned privately, revitalization can take place using private funding, and the property will be back on the tax 

rolls. 

 

Mr. Stout stated that he disagrees with the County Parks Master Plan’s suggestion of moving the ingress/egress 

point to Bennett Beach Park. 

 

Ms. Salvati explained the upcoming steps in the LWRP update process:  The comments obtained at the public 

information meeting will be addressed.  The draft of the LWRP document will be sent to the Department of State 

for approval.  The town will then adopt the plan, and a 60-day review by other agencies will take place.  The State 

Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) will commence and will run concurrently with the 60-day review, and a 

public hearing will be held (at which point the public will have the opportunity to review and comment on the full 

draft of the document).   Once these review periods are complete, any comments received will be addressed, the 

document will be revised, the Town will adopt the LWRP.  Lastly, the LWRP will be sent to the Department of State 

for approval, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for certification. 
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