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July 2, 2013

Hon. Ralph Suozzi, Mayor
City of Glen Cove

City Hall, 9 Glen Street
Glen Cove, NY 11542

Re: Coles School Addendum The Orchard BOA
Dear Mayor,

During the course of the preparation of The Orchard BOA Nomination Study it became
apparent, based on input from the public and City staff, that there was an imperative to
amend the boundary of the study area to include the Coles School property. The 3.974+
acre property is located adjacent to the original +105 acre Study Area boundary on the east
side of Cedar Swamp Road. The addition of the Coles School property brings the total land
area of The Orchard BOA to 109+ acres. This letter contains the results of our
investigation and analysis of the property, to be included with the BOA Nomination for the
Orchard Neighborhood. Also included in this submission supporting the amendment of the
current The Orchard BOA Study Area boundary are the following:

1. Updated maps to include the Coles School property within the boundary including:
Existing land use and zoning

Strategic sites

Brownfield, abandoned and vacant sites
Land ownership

Parks and open space

Building inventory

Historic and archeologically significant areas
Transportation systems

Infrastructure

Natural resources and environmental features

2. Coles School Historical Context Summary
3. City of Glen Cove Building Department Records

4, Preliminary Environmental Assessment

50 Main Street, Suite 360
White Plains, New York 10606
914.761.3582 | FAX 914.761.3759
email: info@vhb.com
P:\28538.00 Glen Cove BOA\reports\Coles School\Submission\2013 07 02 Cover letter.docx www.vhb.com



As a supplement to the amended maps, following is a narrative description of our findings
with respect to various relevant categories of concern for the BOA program:

Existing land use and zoning

The zoning designations for the Coles School site are consistent with the other
designations in The Orchard study area. The School is zoned as peripheral
commercial, and the fields behind are part of the surrounding R-4 district

Brownfield, abandoned and vacant sites

In the updated Preliminary Environmental Assessment, the records indicate that the
property was the site of a leaking underground storage tank which has since been
closed. Additionally, the main Coles School building has been vacant since 2008,
and the auxiliary gymnasium is underutilized although it is rented intermittently to
recreational sporting groups by the City of Glen Cove Parks and Recreation
Department.

Land ownership
As noted previously, the School and the fields behind it are both City-owned
property.

Parks and open space

Almost 1.1 acre of fields, occasionally used for informal youth sports games, are
located behind the Coles School. The fields slope upwards towards the west wall.

Building inventory

The Coles School Building is a £20,083 square foot 2-story structure with basement
erected circa 1930. There is approximately 13,217 s.f. of gross floor area on the
ground floor and 7867 s.f. on the second floor and an estimated 5,900 s.f. of finished
area in the basement. The site is served by approximately 84 parking spaces.

The interior of the building is laid out as follows:

e First floor: main foyer, auditorium (converted to common area and offices),
classrooms, two student lavatories and teachers lounge;

e Second floor: classrooms, including two science labs, two student lavatories

e Basement: student lunchroom, computer room, student lockers, art room,
maintenance office and boiler room*.

! Summary of Appraisal, Frank Ciotta & Associates, Inc. 3/31/2011



There are currently two support buildings on the property: an approximately 8,750 s.f.
one-story building used as a gymnasium and a one-story 1,348z s.f. support building.

Historic and archeologically significant areas

As noted in the Coles School historical context summary, the school facility has
played an important role in the history of the City of Glen Cove and The Orchard
neighborhood. The namesake for the school, and one of the principals responsible
for its construction was Franklin Albert Coles, a member of one of Musketa Cove’s
settling European families and a member of the Glen Cove City Charter
Commission. The school served an important educational and social function for the
neighborhood for many years. For many first and second generation American
families, it was a place of common ground where people of diverse backgrounds
could come together. The Coles School functioned in this capacity until the Board of
Education closed the building in 1992. The City ultimately purchased the property
in 2002 and rented out the facility until 2008, and the building has remained vacant
since.

Transportation systems

As indicated in Figure 2, the Coles School site is within easy walking distance (less
than 0.25 miles) from the balance of The Orchard neighborhood located to the west
of Cedar Swamp Road. A newly constructed pedestrian crosswalk with push button
activation has been installed at the intersection of Grove Street and Cedar Swamp
Road that enhances pedestrian access to the Coles School from The Orchard
neighborhood. The property is accessible by vehicle from Cedar Swamp Road, and
pedestrians can also access the open space in back via Kelly Street. Like most of the
BOA Study Area, the property is within ¥ mile of the Long Island Rail Road (Glen
Street Station).

Input from residents and the City indicate that both feel very strongly that, due to the
building’s architectural merit and community and historical significance, the Coles School
should be preserved as a community and open space resource. As indicated above there is
approximately 25,000 s.f. of interior space that can be programmed for enhanced community
services to The Orchard community and the entire city (e.g., as a potential relocation site for
the Glen Cove Day Care or the Glen Cove Senior Center).

Further, as noted on Figure 6, Big Ralph Park is located adjacent to the existing fields at the
back of the Coles School property. The fields on the Coles School property can be
improved to serve as an open space and recreational resource for The Orchard residents, thus
creating an opportunity to create a contiguous expanse of parkland from the Coles School to
Big Ralph Park. As noted in The Orchard Step 2 Study, access to outdoor recreation for
children was an issue of concern for the community.



The historical and community significance of the property, the commitment by the City to
maintain it for future community use, and the potential for the Coles School building and
property to meet community needs identified during The Orchard Step 2 Nomination
Process support the efforts to include the Coles school in The Orchard BOA. A wide range
of uses has been proposed for the Coles School by local residents, local institutions and the
City. During the sale negotiations in 2002, there was considerable public debate about
repurposing the site for an expansion of the Glen Cove public library?; Remaining potential
uses for the site include public uses such as a senior center or other community services **.

Given the information presented above and the supporting documentation attached herewith,
it appears that there is ample evidence that the inclusion of the Coles School property would
be consistent with the intent of expanding opportunities for the residents of The Orchard
BOA neighborhood as well as the City as a whole.

Should you have any questions on the above or attached please feel free to call me directly
at (914) 467-6608.

Kind regards,

A

David B. Smith
VHB, Engineering, Surveying and Landscape Architecture, PC

2 “Library Celebrates Expansion.” Gold Coast Gazette, November 21, 2002.
3 “Coles and the City.” Glen Cove Record Pilot, February 28, 2002; “Calls for Coles School.” Gold Coast Gazette, February 28,

2002.

4 “Vacancy creates potential, city says.” Newsday, date unknown.



UPDATED BOA MAPS
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COLES SCHOOL HISTORICAL
CONTEXT SUMMARY



The Coles School: A Brief History

The Coles School on Cedar Swamp Road is one of Glen Cove’s most beloved landmarks,
serving as an architectural icon and a part of the educational and civic heritage of the
City. Residents describe the Coles building as “very dear to the neighborhood, part of the
neighborhood’s history, and a beautiful piece of architecture.”* Though the building has
not been occupied since 2008, residents continue to value the property as a community
and recreational asset.

Construction of the Coles School was initiated in 1929 and finished in 1931 in part
thanks to the efforts of Franklin Albert Coles (1861-1943), a lineal descendant of one of
the City of Glen Cove’s settling families. Mr. Coles was a lifelong public servant and a
respected member of the community.? Mr. Coles was a teacher and attorney, who held a
number of distinguished positions including District Attorney of Nassau County, service
in the New York State Constitutional Convention and New York State Assembly. Mr.
Coles was a member of the Glen Cove Charter Commission, introducing the State
legislation to incorporate the City from the Town of Oyster Bay and participating in the
drafting of the City Charter, and he served on the Glen Cove Board of Education for 35
years.®

The Glen Cove School District actively used the building as a public school from 1931 to
1992. The School served the Orchard Neighborhood and the surrounding community, and
many of the current residents of the Orchard Neighborhood attended primary school
there. The Coles School made the front page news on October 26, 1929 when the City
came together for the corner stone-laying, which included a parade and address by the
Mayor of Glen Cove. In attendance were the Board of Education, City Council, Fire
Department, Donohue Post, V.F.W., and Auxiliary, American Legion Post and Auxiliary,
Public School Societies, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, all of the Italian
societies, clergy and other groups.*

After weathering much of the twentieth century as a public school, the Board of
Education closed the Coles School in 1992. In 1998 the building was leased to Solomon
Schecter, a private Conservative Jewish school. Solomon Schecter made capital
improvements to the building including a new boiler system, wiring the building for
Internet access, and adding the auxiliary gymnasium.

In the early 2000s the Board of Education, faced with a tightening budget, put the school
up for sale. Public approval was required not only for the sale, but also the price and use

L “Coles and the City.” Glen Cove Record Pilot, February 28, 2002.

? Bar Association of Nassau County, Inc. Memorial of Franklin Albert Coles. November 1, 1943.

* “Franklin A. Coles,” Robert R. Coles LI History Collection, Glen Cove Public Library, date unknown.
* “New Orchard School dedication today.” Evening Star, Glen Cove, N.Y., October 26, 1929.



of proceeds from the sale.® Ultimately the City purchased the property from the Glen
Cove Board of Education for $2.5 million in 2002. Solomon Schecter continued to lease
the building from the City until it relocated in 2008, and the building has remained vacant
since. The building and grounds are currently being maintained by the City, and new uses
for the property are being sought that will allow it to remain in public service.

® “Sale of Coles School.” Gold Coast Gazette, February 14, 2002.



‘Robert R, Coles LI History Collact!:
Glen Cove Public Library
4 Glen Cove Ave,
Glen Cove NY 1135472

FRANKLIN A._ COLES

It is doubtful if any of this man's public interests could compare
with those concerning the Glen Cove Public Library. From its founding,
in 1894, until his death, in 1943 - a span of nearly half a century -
he was deeply concerned with every phase of its activities and spent

countless hours.serving it in evary way.

He was on the first Board of Tfustees which hired Miss Carolyn S. Reed
as the first librarjan,. (The title.of Library Director was not used
until many years later). In 1905 Miss Reed resigned from that position
and the following year became Mrs, Franklin A, Coles,

Mr. Coles was born at Glen Cove, N. Y. at 7 The Place, in Aug, 24, 1861,
and was a direct descendant of the original settlers of Musquito Cove
who had bought the land from the Matinecock Indians in 1668.

His preliminary education was in the Glen Cove Public School and Friends
Academy where he later taught and some years after that served as a

trustee.

In 1884 he graduated from Cornell University, receiving the degree of
Bachelor of Science and from the University of Pennsylvania in 1888
where he earned the degree of Bachelor of Laws, While studying there
he taught mathematics and astronomy at a Friends School in the City of
Philadelphia.

For.égvg:aljyear§ hg_had-é'lawﬁdfficé'inAﬂew York and later moved to
Brooklyn, also seeing clients at his home in Glen Cove during the

evenings,

From 1905 to 1910, inclusive he was District Attorney of Nassau County,
In 1915 he served in the New. York State Constitutional Convention and
was in the New York State Assembly during the terms of 1917-1918,a body
in which his father, Isaac Coles, also served during the Civil War.
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BAR ASSCCIATIGHN CF MABSAU COULTY, IiC. 11..1.-43

The following memorial with reapect to the lata Franklin
Albert Colss, a former member of this Association and one of its
padt Presidentd, wag submitted by John P. IfeCartiy at tho

b meeting of the Asscclation held on Cotover 22nd. Tt was felt
& that the beautifully worded tritute, which sets forth in some
] detail Mr., Coles! career, wouid e of intersd% to all of our
€y members, Thera wng no member of the Assuciablon more beloved

B - then he,

RN

w9 a Hunter L. Belatour

H ﬁj I President,

Qv

o

ey : Franklin Alhert Coles, eighth in the line of Presidents and

ﬁ at the time of hia death ones of the [owr ourviving charter mem-

; bers of thls Assoclation, pasaed away at Glen Cove on the 10th

D=

day of August, 1943, Had he lived until the 24%h day of Aufusth,
he would have attelned the age of eipnty two yeardg. Hig

; immedlate survivers conslst ol hiz sm, Hobert R, COoles, who 1s

: a well known Belentlet and at presont serving as a Capbain in the
Army Alr Corps, and a brothor, Oscar L, Celes, o retlred execu-
tive of the Central Hanover Bank anc Trusi Company,

There are some present here this evenins who were !r. Coles'T
companions at the Bar throughout the years and could perform fer
better than I the task of dsacription. It is with gratitude for
many aots of kindness to me, especially durlig the closing yearo
af his 1life, that I venture to speak in room of thome who mirht
more Justly claim the rlght.

Hr. Coles waa horn at Glen Cove of which he was a 1lfelong
resldent and waa a non of Isaac Colesa and Hary Willits, His
father was & wall known surveyor wille one of Wig ancestors,
Robert Coles, was one of the Tounders in 1666 of whal is now the
CGlty of Glen Cove, lir. Colea! ancestral home stands on the eite
of the first white setliement in that cormuntby.

Hr., Coles! prelizminary ecducaticn was reseived in tho publie
gchools of Glen Cove and at Friends Aendemy, of which Latter
institution he became a Trudtes. 1In 1004 he praduated from
Cornell Unlverslty, receiving tho Degrec of Hnchelor of Science,
and in 1888 from the University of Pennsylvante, recelvlng the
Degree of Bachelor of Laws. During hls apare time and durlng the
intervel between his graduation from the aforesaid inatltutions
of higher learning, he taught mathomatics and sclence at Friends
Academy, Locust Yalley, Hew York, and at Friends Central School
in Philladelphia, Pa.

He was admitted to the Philadelphia Bar in 1888 and to the
New York Bar on the 13th day of February, 1890, on whleh latter
date he began the active practice of 1aw 1in association with the
0ld and well known firm of Birdgeye, Cloyd and Payles at 170
Breadway. Later on he opened his awn office at 150 Nassau Streel
where he remained for several yenrs. Subgequently he moved hle
offloa to 215 Montague Street, Drooklyn, where lwo ocarried on
until shortly before hias death,

In 1904 he was admitted to practice in the Unlited States
Distriot Court for the Southorn Diatrlcet of Hew York and in 191¢2
in the Unlted States District Court for the Eastern Dletrlct,

During the years 1905 fo 1910, both inclusive, he aerved as
Distriot Attorney of Nassau County. His administratlon of that
lmportant office was at all times marked by industry, vigor,
falrness ond eooperation with the courts. While vigorous and
perhapa relentless in the prpsascution of persons of whose guilt

R s T S LTS AU NS TN . . - .
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The acquisltion of weslth hever appsealed to him. Hence 1t
wag not strangs that when e was ooneulted by & ¢llent hig
primary interest in the metter whs to what extent he could s of
real help to the person in queetion and whethar there was an
opportunity to correctly aolve sone intrioate nroblen of low,

On lnnumerable ocoasiona he undertooX to and did Successfully
handle mattera for peonla Whose means were very limited, knowing
in advonge that he would recelve no corpenantilon other than
nerheps gratitude on the part of the recipient.

I feel certain that I do the memory of lir, Coudert's father
no 1njustice when I eay that it moy well be anid of ilre Coles
a8 it was of the late Frederic R, Coudert whose death in the
Gity of Yaphington on the 20th day of Deceiber, 1903, brought
Tarth a day or two later the followlng editorlal comment on ths
nart of the Brooklyn Daily Laple:

"Hlg death olosed a 11fe of great usefulness and
beauty, fThe career of this man was ndnirably commlete,
He left noé work unfiniahea. His armbliions honoreble
all of them had all been honorably realized. He was
& model olftizen, & Successful lawyer, a force in
politios by belnp, o true statedsman, a vivaciocus and
charming companion, an affeatiaonats and loyal friend,

What proved to be a source of preat sntisfaction and pridag
to lIr, Coles was hiig belng called unecn by lits rellow citizens
to draw the charter unon the lncorporation of Glen Cove as a
Glty. Thie call to nublic service was no surprias a¢ he wae
for many years and at the tlire of hie death Justly acclaimed
a8 Glen Cove's first aitlzen.

. N -
He was a fine man ond the record of his nohieveronta wllI"““"”'/’

long atand as an excellent exarmle of what energy, awbition and
talent ecan accomplish where arterican cltizenshin supnlies the
field for development,

Even In his old ago he dld not Bpare hlnself and he
labored on until he heard hle j‘mater's call to rest,

His death dlspela a font at which nany were wont to drink.

Franklin A. Coles ne wo knew him in bhe Tlesh hae pasced
on but the apirit of Franklin A, Golee will long hover over
our Assocletion.

[T 7.4 Quag. ! %6
du g to Qug. 1743

Rohert 8. Cloles 1
Glen Cove Publiv 7

4 Glen Cove Ave.
Glen Cove NY 171547
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Gren Cove Recotd- Sreor

U nistory: ift

By DAN(EL T RUSSELL
Clty Ristorlan

The olidest hause in Glen Cove,
dating back (o the thng of Ltha
earltest selllement of the com-
munty in 168, sti!l stands al 34
The Place. Duilt by Nabeyl, Gal-
es, one of the original “Flve
Proprietors of Muskcla Cove Pa-
tent,” 1L ks the last surviving
Iicusa of the orlginal fve ton-
structed by the founding M-
ey,

Rabert Coles v, was barn 2b-
out 1648 _in Providence, BLL Hiz
fother, Robarl Sr., had cmi-
grated frem Caunty Snl‘!‘olk Eng-
land, in 1430 2% a member of the
“Winthrop Fleet” Inftéinkly sel-
ttlug {2 Massachuieits Bay Col-
vy, the elder Coles apparenily
did nol see tye-to-eye with the
rellgous suthorilles' views gn
the ¢onsumpilon efalcoholie be-
varages, and seon It Ehe cofany

10 foin Roger Williams in fousd-.

ing Providence. When he dicd In
1854, at Warwick, B.1., he lefl an
estale ¢f maro than 500 pountls
o he divided Selween his wife,
Esur sans and three daughlers.
‘The junior Colos waa thy
yaungesl of Lhese fowr sons, ohd
by 1062 was residing nl Opsler
Bay with his older brothers
Deniel and Natganiel. Within o
foew yeurs Jaxeph Carpenler,
also fromthesame Hhode [slend
communiy, was acgolinllng for
the purchase ofscveral bundred
acres of land on clilier side off
Lhe strenm whieh formerly
Nowed alnng Glen Streed, Intent
to construct bath a snw mitl and
a grisl mill at Lhe gile. On May 24,
1684, Carpenter finally secured
adeed lo the land from the Tead-
ors of the locat Mullnecock Indi:
ans, He ldk in as co-parinersin
ihe new vontice Brnicl, Nalha-

alel-ond Robert Coles, and -

Nlcholas Simkins, also of Systey
Bay. Wtoberl Coles wae Lhc
youhgosl member-of the growp,
then‘anly 20 years old,

These Mve men, who became
known pg Lhe *Five froprietors
of Muskatn Cove Ialent,” hullt

their homos glony The Place, he-

lieved to be [he ofdest sireel in
Glen Cove: The wesiern-most
home lot was hal of Danlel Cob
es; the tastesrn-most wns Lhe
home of Roliort Cales, al 34 The
Placa,

The small wlag on tho ensters
slde of Lhe house s the orlginal
dwelllngconsirucied by Colesin
the 17th centory, Measutlag a
meere 20 feel squinye on cacti sfile,
one ritlght consider life Lhere

rathet cramped, since Cotes and
his wike, Marcy Wright of Dysler
Bay, cvenlually hnd nine chi}-
dren (Natkaw, Tamar, Doreas,
Rober, Jaku, Chartes, Freegid,
Merey and Mary) during thedr 15
vears of marrlsge. A surviving
skefeh of lha Josepls Carpenter

housa, maide fn the rid-191h cen.’

flry by WIEiTn M. Valentine af-

tor Eho building was Gestreved ..

by fire, comparos clnsnly with
the Hoberl Coles house in hoth
deslgn and slae; It ix prnlmblo
thal all five ol1ho “irsl™ howses,

.and those built by the many
olher families {bal followed

tham In rettling Musknia Gove

during the second half of the -
17th century, were mla(hely -

identicdi.
Hoherl (1ules served s infar:

mal “keaper® af the “Musquild

CaveProprieters’ Boak,” nlarge;
veltum-covered record book

- contnining manuseript coples of

the Jand trensfers and tcga®
agretnenta of the “Five Praph
tietors.” In addilion Lo thest
ofiicfal documenls, Coles used
tho hook to zecord his persans!

househald aceounls as watl ar -

the accaunts perdainiog to hié
one-lHfth inlereslin (he snw inflt,
‘These aceniinls, of which a com-

Meletranserlpl was enly recent: -

]{Drouﬂrdd.hnm shed coneiders
I Hehl on Che day-lo oy Sile
in Glen Cove L Lke 1620 und
'0¢'s. Thoushnds of fecl ol boasds
and plapks were expirlnd to

New Yotk Cliy by losp rusetn”

naw construclion as weli os ex-
port lo lumber-hungry colonics”
clsewhere, Ir additjon, wains-
cotting, 1lle leihs, ropding tife

lothy, sliip Umbers, “feather

edgell honrds™ and custam-
cultingof walnul and codurwere
avhilabteftom the Huskula Cove
sow mhitF.

Fn Wiis era, seven shillinpy
would huy a l)air ol good quality
shoes, or o pair of men'a stuek:
Izgs, or two and hall bushels of
corn, A pound of tobaces cost a
mere Fx pence, and clay plpes
were a pensy a piece,

Robeil Cobesserved inovacie:
ty of publie nlfiees ia the lown of
Oyster Day, In 1683, he was
slected o liculepant in the Oys-
er Hay militta, in 1630, he wor
promoled ta Captain, a rank
which he stilf relatned in 1700.

-He served 05 Qvarseer of High-
-ways for the Towa of Gysler Boy

“as welf as Assessoz and Commis-
slower, In 1643, he was elecled %
ang aof four delegates from Oya.
ter Bzy (o atlend the meatlng Lo

"Nsllona) League champion

“nipped Yiicht, T-6. Playlngwit

*-edditien appoars 1o dsle from

from’ ™ir6 base a3 Glen Cove :.
Yacae Service won thejr first-
€ erchampmnshlp

In the best of threa :erles the

¥ncht Service snd .American
LGgun ¥iro Dept. had eplit the
first two games. YachlwonGame -
One’li4, led by James l(eoge:: '8
Jkome Tun and backed‘by supet

_pitching by Chris Ham and Jeff but the ‘fire as he held-Yaekt

Johnson. Yacht zlsp Teatured'a
big nine-hit attack.
GameiTwe, harl bath tesms
ighting fothe'end ps Firo bep|

oud Their big hitter Gavin Wynol,'
Flre Dept, relled hesvily on the
arms of Robby Kormoskl and
fire plug -Keith 'Miller, Miller-.

Ahree times withoatthe dld of a.

_fifth. ‘Rebby’ Kormoski ‘had )i-

mited Yacht Service 1o.jusl ono
hit 3 3n his four Lanings of pitch:
ing. In the home half of the {ifth;
Echt, now facing Keith' Mine
ot even by eavticusly urnnn

:hit. Ronnie Crawford was sum- -
‘moned from thé bullpen o pat

-scbreless m lhe fif'i
nnjngs. . - T
-W(lh the seore all

‘51X Funs ap[ece, -

mounled among the players and

heand sixth

“the large .crowd-that atteided
‘$he game. JelT Johuosoh, now-an
-the mound for Yackt Serviee hed
to face the “heari” uf- ke Fire:
-Depl. batting order. Jokuson re-

and Jobu Purente didinostafthe Sy the' first two batlers hut

dnmiage Jor Fire Dept. Mll,ler_
picked up the win in-faliéf by I
sllowing ony.one run and |wn
hits in thres innings, - 1w
Then it all came’ downisaone

-geme saason to-see whocould T

ihen gave upa slng]e tocenlerto o
_ Sidney Guding. Gudino prempi-
. iy stole kecond base, - o

On the slenl Guding had )
(Conhnmdmﬁags 13} i

COLES..

' (Cpﬂﬁﬂuld;ﬁh;m p::ga 9

by ndditions madeo wWeslern
side of the structure. The first

about1720,and dosbledthearen
of the house. Later, semetime
batween 1180 and 1800, a large
addition was msde adjacent {o-
tha 730" portlon of the house.
One of the most inleresting fea-

1ures of the bullding is the 180-

.~ degres twisl glven to the “ehim-

neyin ikis mosl recent portion of
the houze Severai thgozies have
been advaiced to explain'ibe
reagon for 1he "corkserew chim-.

‘ney,” ranging from the bellef on -
* the part of its’buildes that jt

The Place in & Victorian bouss
tonsirycted by his grandrather,

-Tszae Coles, ia about 1660, Te-

cells having'mot Cocks in bis
boyhood days. Coles deseribed
Cocks as “the most knowledge-
abie local histeorfan and
genealdgistof his day. Afer his -
.dealh, the house reverled to his *
dnughu:r. Fannie, wile of Isape
“Coles{son of Isaac Coles and un. .
cla of Robert Reed Coles). Sha
mainlained “{he finest rose gar-

-den anywhere in-Glen Cove,”
~ficeording ta her nephew,

Tu the 1960°s,"¢he honse was

: owned by the Tansch family. Ab-

wonld prevent witches and evil~ cul ten years ago, It wes purch-

‘spirits from flylng dowe the

chimney, {o crezting a belter
drail for the fireplace., - . o~
Allhe turn of this cenhq},um
old Coles homestead was feTe-
sidence of George W.-Cocks. '
Robert R."Coles, who resides on

'
|

ased by Dorathy Watson, wha
curyently resides there, aed her

-sisterJoan Suteza. ‘Recently, the
house was placed o the open .
market apd has drawn a con-
"siderable.amouni of interest
frem local'teallars. .-

Robert R, Coles LT History Collzction
Glen Cove Public Library
4 Glen Cove Ave,
Glen Cove NY 11542
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Sale of Coles School?

Glen Cove School Board Holds Hearings on Sale-of Coles Sch ool

hyTrania Gisrdann

The Glen Cove Board of Bdocation
‘bepan public hearings oa Lhe passible salc
of the Coles School tocotgd on Cedir Swamp
Road The first hearing was held onFeb-
roary 13in thehiphechootanditorinm The
‘pujlding la currgnily renied by Salomon
Schecter 25 a pAvate day schoo), bul The
Board announced [hat it has recelved an
affer i puzchase the property, Tha mem-
ers would nol disciose (he identity of ke
proepeciivs bayer, b audiznce members
sepmed convinced (that the affer bas come

+ from Salamon Schecler,

There was & presentation made by
schoot administration alficials n which
1hey expiained Lhe history af the building,
the cost ol‘ opration and mainmmnw,

and!
is: d\me with the proceeds of a possible

Tho pm:nhﬂm\ bzgan wilk the

* the vaters must then apprave nol only the

Board"s atlernzy, Carol Hoffman, explain.
ng ke his‘o:y of the building's u'lloand
halmmany vesldents
have beer under 4 mislaken assumption
that the city, and not the schaal distriet,
owns (hebuilding. Whileitistruathat tha
doed eflerls ity oWncrship, she wenl on
Lo say that, [n 1950, e was transferred to.
the school disirics by “legislative action.”
She added that the decision was tested if
the courts in the 1970, when e district
Schiosl i

down In faver of the sehool district.

5. Hoffan also cutlised the pro
cess by which the district could s the
birlding, stating that it cauld not ga for-
ward "withgul voterapproval.” Shesiated
that afier the hoard has signed & contact,

sale lislf, but also tha price and how the.
COLES continuedenpage1?

Week of Febroary 14, 2002

(l_Bnlh' @_urnﬂt Guzette

" The Glan Cove School Board recently rocelved an offer lo purchase ihe Colas
School, a building the dislrcl hasal used for ils students since 1992,

(pholo by Kavin C: Horlon)

Pape E7

Sale of Coles SCh()Ol?

COLEScontinucélrompnge1
bcmd plans to spend the: proceeds of the

Summlerdmlnrsd\cnls, Dr.Mary
ElenPreeley, then spokeaboul the schiool's
pasl use, stating ihal i was closcd by the
districtin 1992, [Lwasvacamtuntil 1998,
when Solomon Scherter began ronting il
Dz, Frecleyalso described the layout nfihe
building whichincludes cighi classsooms
2nd abastinenl gica.

Assistanl Superiniendem for Busi-
ness, Lawrence Blake, explained ke
school'sffranclalimpactonthedistrict, He
stated that the net income praduced by the
Cales Schoel is $175,000 per year. This
nuribet reflocts the amount of zent cal-

cost cﬂ'ecllw:ly dealt mlhbﬂd:ﬁmgciais-
“opng

Scheols. And he add:d th, the procesds

of any §:ﬂe "woqu be useful for neaded

chools,

be “put back into physical planl” They

covld aleo ge doward the crcation of 3 Re-

serve Fund far futuic capilal projects.
Thu large majunty of the pouplc

ol 1he s¢hool, but vanted some guarantss
that {{would reraain a schaol, and a parl of
the Glen Cove community, Their greatest
concera was 1hat the property would fal
into e hands efa privaledeveloperand be
madc into homes, thuy removieg one of the

Tected, less

He (hen explained thal a sindy pro-
duced by a “faclfiies cammittes, com-
prised of Locaf architects, engineers, oad
atherconsimalion professionals, indicated
that the buitding “has les than five years.
ofusefillifgleh,™ This isduea e many

1 in(hat partafikecity. The

Cove Public Library, John McKay, who
asked that (ke clty have achancelobuy the.
building for conversion into a public li-
brary, He siated that the corsenl livrary
space is undersized and does nol meed the
nesds of “public demand” He said, “If

have an pportunily to make |h=’!|bisq«

really work.” He also added (hat] Jﬂ\n .

Hbmary wers moved, “the ciiy galnd tha
present libeary bullding for cithor anothor
public use, ledse (0.a thind pardy or sala™

City Councilmar, Michacl Norman,
was also present at the mecting. He siated
bt thaciuiiad " 7.

who wapt {0 see Cales School maiu
presence a5 pait of the cominenit a
added that hebebieved the schoalcould "be

. Tl "

argumenl

1he grounds a5 o park and mecling place.
People asked the board (o seil the
Building with“resiriclions and covenants™
o prechude i wse for ything othes than
cducauonal PuTpases; | t!lew uerercal CBf
hat this

ol 5.
the Hbrary or some of the other plans Bt
thelibrary las," Beasked Maboand tomieet
with ciryn!TEcl:Is imhe coming\w:c!u. ‘10
wark pn:

one," The members seoniod surprised hy

mafor repairs that sead 1o be comp

befoze the schoal caa continug as it pres-
ently dacs. According loMe. Biake, tithe
boazd constdersd teopentnyg it ngain for
districtuse, i togother m'n,dn

biryer faz1he
Iong term. ‘Theboard siswered that (heidea
was a malter for negatiatien, The beard
Ihal (ke property had beon ap-

which!
Lo support guch a do.tls!on, wamd r.vosi a

praised for §2.7 melition, and that appraisal
nasrnrils“highcsl ordbestuss,™ whichdid

Iotalofabout 53,2
years.,
He alia went oo to say that any

Th:muslmlmtsllng proposal for {he
propery came fromthe dirccior efthe Glea

1hed panent, but ly agreedlo

tadk with thecity. Another public hearing
o hix issue is scheduled for February 25
al7:30in heiMiddle School Library.

2ubert R, Coles LI History Collection
(len Cove Public Library
4 Glen Cove Ave.
Glen Cove NY 11542
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‘Calls For Coles School

City Officials and reszdem‘s want Coles.School for Public Library

byDanna Glordane

1h= Glen Cove Board of Education
held the second of its bwo public hearings
o1 the possible sale of the Coles Schoal,
laistMaonday evening. ﬁed:;!(lcihasbeen
renting the building to Solomon Schecter
foruse as & privale day school sincs 1993,
but.has recently roceived an oifer 1o pur
chize the property, Although the board
has nol revealed (he identity of the pro-

% yer,
tlon interesred that

Dr, Freeley also d that two
other privata schools had expressed an
interestinbuyingthe praparty, Arépresen-
lative from the Fdea 1 Schacl for Autistic
Children was present and asked to yehed-
ule p meeting with the board. This school,
which currently rents space from a chuzeh
inPlainview, has said that it couid “guaran-
1ee" thar ehe building "will ahvays ba &
school.” The other private school, wh

the offer comes from Solomon Scheeter.
Since the fint public bearing ™o weeks

ideniity given ourby thedlslrict, i
supposed te have visited the buliding Tast
week, bul:hndlstr::t is stslluamnglohear

ngo,howeves, afewother i
}m'e stepped forward Lo throw Lheir hm
ing. Atthattime, thedh

Glen Cove Public Library, John McKay,
uked the buard I.u mnsnlu -I}u\\mg the

from Jis
‘Thelonorafthe, publlccommentwas

" exueme!ysim{lmalhat ofthe first hearing,

I Tt

1y
enllty mh:r l?ma [he city, w:lh onecalling

mtu a pub!u: Ilbmry Qly Cuunmlnxan.
on-

intheares,” Those
who :nmnu :xpusstﬁ:lrnplmon, clearly
the build-

firm the cigy's inl:r:.rl &long those lines.

Give it bock. Why should
we pay for it? Why should
we pay for a school we gave
you jor nothing?

mg intoa newpubhc Iibzary.

Formey mayor, endcurment ity comp-
wrodler, VincentStozzl, reiteratedapalathe
made al the last meeting, He asked the
board if the stole [£glslation which granted
the disirict ownership of the building, con-
tnined ary restrictions which maimzined
thatitmusibeusedasaschool. The district
later answered that its stlomey's interpres
tation of (he law stetes that it “holds ra

--Cily Cosmp V¥

Inthédays aferthatmeeting, admin-
LsmotionolMleials end some members efthe
baxedmelwith Mayor Hotzkemp,members
of the Clry Council, and Mr. McKay b
discuss the possibility, Superlntendent of
Schoals, Dr. Mary Eilen Frecley, described
the mecling ag a “complets™ and "open”
discussion, and announced that the district
was 'nicw waiting for s proposal” fromthe
tity, whichwas promised to be detivered by
March 1, The beard didnotmake publicany
other detaily reganding its talks with ¢ily
offickls.

fon language,” and that the build-

ing does not have ta semain a scheal. Kr.

Suozzl then pointed out et the diski
droth e Lo the eltv whenit acowd

property inths 19505 andvigorously added
that 1 should simply, “Give it back, Why
should we pay foz it? Why should we pay
for a stheol we gave you for ricthing ™
Cthers polnted out that the board
hedan ohligatl'on todowhat is in “the best
interest™ nf u,s :nnre communiy “hen

that selling tu Ihn high:s( bidder lmghl no‘
reflect what will best enhance the commu-
nity as & whala.

Same did quesdun. hnu:v:r. the

yfromite

gthep

fon o the “out-skirtseftown,"
'bm M McKey revealed that i in talks wxlh
, She had

ng bus xmvlu to the new sile. .l\s lh:
evening cene 10 & close, board president,
Vita Abbondandolo, reminded everyone
that the baard could not go Forward with
any sale of the property withoul voter ap-
proval,

TRoberi R. Coles L1 History Colle
(en Cove Public Lib

4 Glen Cove Ave.

Glen Cove NY 117
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- By Carla Santetta
On Moaday, Feb. 25, prior to
the regular school board meeting
the-Glen Cove Board of Bduca-
tion held the second and last pub-
lic hearing on the pessible sale of
Cales: School, snd mere than 60
1 a ted

n pay
The board reviewed Lhe presenla-
tion it had given on Feb. 11, and
reminded the community shat the
board can only enter inta a pro-
posed conlraci with a potential
buyer. Residents will then have
the opportunity to vate, not just
on the purchaser, but also on
what will be dore with the pro-
ceeds from the sale, A suggestion
was made thal the proceeds
should be used for old repairs
that need to be dong on the other
school buitdisgs, but board mem-
ber Dr. Rodger Sifleut expressed
opposition 1o that idee, and fell
the mouney would be better spenl
" to increase space at other schaols,
ithus adding the possibility of re-
dueing class size in the futore.
-Board of Ed gresident Vito Ab-
bordandolo siessed (o the public
that the volers do heve the last
say in the decision.

New interest in Coles was pre-
sented by Dominic  DiPrisco, al-
torney: for the Bden TT School far
Autism. The schoof preseally
rents space iz a church in Plain-
vicw and has been looking for a
school to buy. Mr. DiPrisco staled
that Eden T could guarasatee tha

Coles and the City

the schoel would rémate a school ©

. in pecpetuity. He was told to con-
tact Superintendest Mary Ellen
Freeley to arrange 2 meeting to
discuss Eden 1I's proposal.

Rosc Waver, a 43-year Glen
Cave resident, brought up the
subject which had sparked much
<onversation at the firs1 public
hearing, the possibility of the
Glen Cove library moving to

Coles School. Her first argument
[ PN R

it

Cova ~ incorporatad Vilkage of Sea CIiff - qlun Hoad - Gianr

wag that the Coles bujlding is
very dear to the neighborhood,
part of the neighborhood's histo-
ry, and a beautifi] plece of archi-
testure, She also remacked that
traffic in the location of the pres-
ent library will soon be even
more congested and dangerous
than it already is when the new
fuxury apartments are built and
acenpied, and parking wifl be
even scarcer, "There is lots of
room in Coles, parking, an audi-
torium which can be rented oot to
generate some income,” She
ndded, “Please don't just seli o
the highest bidder. Do we live in
a'democracy or plutecracy?*
Sally Zweiback, resident and
former Glen! Cove school
teacher, asked the bonrd to take
its ime in its deliberations, and
to remember that “once it's gons,
it's g;.y\c. and it Is the 2ast public
spac H¥e it in the city,” She re-
migded Lthe board that “some
years ago.the district sold iis
stringed instruments when they
needed some money, and the
feeling was that *we can always
get them back,” Well, as you

S Thiisday, February 28,2002 .

—_—

Record Pilot

)

l CbleS and the Chi‘_t?;{cunri'naedfmmp?g:u

know, we niever did and now we |

are one of the few districts in
Nassau County thai does not
have a string seetion in the music
department,” She also spoke of
the new role of the pudlic library
in the 215t century. She runs pro-
grams in librarles around the
county snd has scen how the li-
brary has become a facat point
for young people lo gather, st
deats witholit computers at home
to work on, ond community
members o hold various pro-
grams. She suggested that the
board members fake a Irip to oth-
er librarics, such as Freepert or
Westbury and see how the library

has evolved into a rallying point *

for a community, and what an

v g fpgpiinpgdpa page 14)

updated, enlarged library can do for jis
residents. She asked that the board take a
lang view end do "what you will never
have the chance to do again.”

Vincenl Suozzi spoke about the trans-
fer of property from 1he city to the school
‘bourd back in 1950. My, Suozzi asked,
“Did the school district pay the city for
the property? Mr. Abbondandofa
replied, “No." *"Then if you don’t need it
&3 a school anymore, why don't you just
give It back to the cily? Why should we
pay for it if you aever did7” He sat down
to loud applause,

Lozenzo Tedesco, a 50-year resident of
Glen Cove fears that the sale is 2 “done
deal”. He is concerned about the possible
need for the building in the future, Mr.
Abbondandole again suessed that the fi-
nal say on any proposals the board makes
rest with the volers.

* John Maccarene, former Glen Cove
city councilman questioned if there was
truth La the statement that by law, the
building must remain an educational fa-
cility, stailng he would like to be an edu-
cated voter when tie e comes Lo vole,
and would like all the facts as'to what the
board is allowed to do as soon ns poss
ble, Counse| for the board stated that so
{ar there have been no legal documents
faord that would suppon the idza that the
building must be kept a school. “There
are many deeds to meny parcals involved
in the Coles property, and the board has
looked through at Teast 12 or 15 and
fouad no restrictions,” Mr. Maccarone
also added his befief that a larger, on-
hanced tibrary at Coles School is # won-
derful idea, stating, “an enhanced library
cquals an enhanced community and an
enhanced community equals an enhanced
school district which in tum equals a rise

in property values which would ultima
Iy mean more money for the schoof d
Irict.” He cancluded by saying he da
Tt want to see the building sold,

Miles Bibell, a Glen Cove taxpay
asked thet the members of the board in
vidually think and let the public knc
what uso of the building cach Feels wou
be most bentficial to the community. M
Sibell also read data regarding the rel
tapship between o community’s popul
tion and library sizc, “Syosset, for exar
ple. has 32,000 people and the library h

. IR0 sguare feet. The town has a bor

issue out, which, if epproved, would &
latge the library 10 50,000 square fee

- Glen Cove has & population of more tht

25,060 peaple and a 14,000 square foot 1
brary."! He, 1o, remarked ahout the ne
role of the library in tommunilles,

Eynn Lancaster was the only speak
who did not 1ike the idea of the Jitrar
being relocated at Coles. Regarding re
marks about the libzary providing mo
services for Glen Cove's less privilege
sludents who may not have computel
and resourges at home end would ook t
the Jibrary, she believed many of thos
students would not be able to per 1
Coles, and that the present library is ber
ter Iocated. :

fohn McKay, direclor of the Glex Cov
Iibrary immediately addressed the issue ¢
access, statlug that the clty has a bus des
ignated for just that purpose. "As dis
cussed with Mayor Holzkamp, no on.
would be denied access (o the tbrar:
wheilier or nat they could get there, Th
mayor {s committed o that”

The school board will be receiving
propesal from the City of Glen Cove by
Friday, March 1. They will continue to ac
cep? and consider proposals on the dispo
sition of Coles School. .

Robert L. Coles LI History Colbes
Glen Cove Public Libvavy
4 Glen Cove Ave,
Glen Cove NY 11342
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City Approves Purchase of Coles

byRichard Reichecter

TheGlen Cave City Cauncil made n
final declston this week to purchase the
Coles School property fram the Glen Cove
Board of Education, which the board ap-
praved a its March 25 meeting. Mayor
Holzkamp and the Council unanimausly
approved af the purchase, offering $2.5
miflion for the propesy. Holzamp stared
the City"s intention of acquiring the Coles

)

fibzary, posstbly for he North Shore, “Tals
was our first intention, However, 1'm not
gaing to put in stane that it wilf become a
library. Thezc area lotofpossibilities,” said
Helzkamp. Councilman Michasl Normen
followed the mayor stating the purchasa
would enly benelisthe city as awhole, “By
us eeqniring the bedlding, it helps with
loweting the school budget and ellows us

Schiogl, widely viewed as cily 1 .,
acts a3 a safeguard and proteetion of Gler
Cove's openspaces. “Iieltand te Council
felr, it wasintha Cliy's bastinzerest to keep
thebuilding within our municipality, Thisis
rerllyeneafthe fewgreenspacesleRinour
comamunity,” sald Holzkamp. -

" Finol determination ofthe buildings
purchase depends on areferendom vote hy
Glen Cove cltizens, set for May 21. Glen
Cove voters must approve the Board of

saidMoman, *

The Coles School property, which
currently coRwins & tenant, has a year re-
niining on the building's lease. Mayor
Hotakamp staled they might negotiate 10
heve the tenant stay for an addilional year,
ledving the city breathing room 1o deter-
ming the lands use, Once the Board of
Educati has been passed,

! dumioconfirm theCity's
possession of the propercy.

Citizens, presentatihe Councilmest-
ing, wvoiced their concems towards the
potential acquisition. "What do you intend
20 do with tha school,” asked ene resident,

the clty will determine further consider—
ations.

Discussing resolutions, Mayor
Holzksmp announced that the Coungil
would direct the planaing board o investi-
gete and report on the bulk size of new
b dth +n oFexic

Tha Mayor responded of icaity de-
seribing & myriad of benefits 1o having the
sehgol property zemaln & public asset,
““There are a few options we are Tooking,
winto, One ofthewn is a library and snother is
a community center, There are vatfous op-
tions at this point” said the Mayor, An-
other Gl Cove Resident seemed equally
confused to tha intention of the property”s
purchase. “"The firstintent was loperchase
= the properiy-so that it could be a Lbrary.
Why is that taw chenglng?™ Holzkamp

ghouses
ithinthe el 3t

 MayorHolzkamp
investigation is to prevent ar alzeady oc.
curtlag problem of extended housing i
truding pponnelghbor property. Holzkamp
stated her approval of the needed investi-
gation, ariginally isitiated by Counciiman
Toseph Gialno. “Thix zeally was Council-
man Gioino®$ idea, and E think it #s a god
idea,” said the Mayor, The city will act
appropriately onthesiturlion sfier the Plag-
ning Board has concluded s investiga-
tion, *

reassured the citizen staling the city's first
intanks 1 1a fe 42 a1

by announcing the City Counct] witl be
holdingnprblichearing on Tuesday, April
9 at ¥:30pmtodiscuss atemporary morato-
rium of development on Sea ClilT Avenue,
Huolzkamp stated the hezring bad ta be

visert !.
o

postponed to the new dale because news-
papes were not properly notified.

According tothe Mayer, theliearing
will primarily deal with trafMic issucs that
have sccamulated alang this area,

2. Coles LI History Colleciion
len Cove Poblic Library -~

4 (3len Cove Ave.
len Cove NY 11542
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Drug Free Schools Committee Report

hymcthRckhmlr
members Doug Brownind
Nm:y ]'md':s -pgmn:l::d mu Bnazd i

The fipard Baker greed that the pue-
seatation s informative snd the #ffort

. presentd poct in doia from the & svoan.urm:mlxr:
I progr dmirable, however, i
for the disrict mnmmrnmalu‘mmuldpmw:aam-

u;‘m: wlmnd charts bath
b

tien e -l‘phm oné, whith Involred exten-
sive Fact friding, Through e contazting of
Jocal professionals and agenclss, “knowl-

tfor to yeduce studen! dwg Yso 5 mede,
No Child Left Behind

Assiitiot Superintendent, Diang
Serleea d

vey
r.opmu.teatheuu:d smdenu
nl'bmhhildﬂlund FHigh Schoal (lotallng
aver 13504 1n all), it was conclidded that
ovenll conseniua of u drug fies program
was pasitive with poents and teachers
refleciing the highast Jevel of concern.
Each survey conttined questions
focusing on drug use and it peseelved
lewed within the district ac wel) ws oplnfor-
ated questions congemning the sthool's
rofotn prevention of g ue end desine e
inpinte preventmive aclion. “Out of the
Jsoo mpenm [me Vel lhm ¥as

partiwo
afdiscussions invelvinathe Ne Child Lent
Behlad legislation and the district's pl-
mary poncems involving Teacher quatifi-
cationy.

TheNCLB leglsiation, mwcholwhich
5 o1l being nepotiated browveen tha state
andthe fedeze] govemment, slates chearly
chat all district teachers Including newly
hitedreachers must e Highly Quallfed™
orStaecartified.

According to Sericea, this goal 1o
beghnimmedigtel yiarting (his year, 2002-
2005, and culmizating two ytars bater dur-
ing the 2003200 school year, “Highly

thw Tebithtre wasno dup problem, " suid
- DgugBrown,

Tho completed. resuhs, however,
+med 1o be 100 gpintonaled for some 2
Boxrdn\unbmqulhcwmhfor ‘hurd

“This uvey mensures percepiion,
‘and how slose peecepilon i 1o reatity de+
ndsontheknowledpe theperson lsglven
bout they subfect,” s2id Board m!mter
RodgerSNtut.

inTitls
I target asstned schools, a9 wellas those:
seaching the core curriculymn, meantng,
english, math, schence, socla) vudies and.
the erts such a8 musle,” sold Sericea

* " Those teachers who 208 1ot highly |

qu:h;'odueduumhrdnﬂhnuwiﬁuem
rary Heeases, not a primary Isue for
F:ﬂ aau Caunty with the majerity oceupy=
Ing New Yaq: City. Scricea slto assured
¢ jistedilag that the Glen Cove district
oﬁu'lllﬂ"u:lTedluuhcm
L \q'euhm rwww ths proft.

'RIDE survey,
uugad pipvey collecting specilic dath retnl-
Ing tathe noicunt of drug wss within indi-
widunl studenls,

- Fender responded stating thal the
PRIEEsurvey was consideatdbyths Cam-
mitecandmaybe fortheam[ng, howsver, 4
- ferand iime feogth secompany tha TREDE
| survty s0d primury concam was loward
producingnschool snd commiunity susvey
hluhh\alyquuksumpaipd.

L. Lowing fvther discussion by she
Bcard.Cmm!Memm'n:rFmﬁmm:dl
fins] shatement concurring thit dhera &5 2

lnbcl'lnedlmuﬂcvd.Nawmcha;swill
nted 8 Bachelor's Degres snd Gy must

MOVIES
ON US!

meetststerequirementsregarding lhe pass-

right now gad ualess it e negerfited othiers
wise, b d."sald

field, us
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